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LITERATURE

A RARE LATE 16TH OR EARLY 17TH-CENTURY ENGLISH HIGH-CARAT GOLD SIGNET RING, DATING TO APPROXIMATELY
1600. THE OVAL BEZEL IS INTRICATELY ENGRAVED WITH THE INTERTWINED INITIALS ‘S & G’ (OR POSSIBLY ‘S & C’), LINKED

BY AN ELEGANT ‘TRUE LOVER’S KNOT’, SYMBOLISING UNWAVERING FIDELITY AND UNION. EACH EXTREMITY OF THE
KNOTTED CORD TERMINATES IN A TUDOR ROSE, A MOTIF IMBUED WITH ENDURING DYNASTIC AND ROMANTIC

SIGNIFICANCE. THE ENGRAVED FIELD IS ENCLOSED BY A METICULOUSLY HATCHED BORDER, UNDERSCORING THE
PRECISION OF THE DESIGN AND THE EXQUISITE POLISH OF THE GOLD SURFACE. RINGS OF THIS TYPE WERE

FREQUENTLY EXCHANGED AS BETROTHAL OR MARRIAGE TOKENS, SERVING AS BOTH EXPRESSIONS OF AFFECTION AND
PERSONAL SEALS. NOTABLE COGNATES INCLUDE A LATE TUDOR GOLD SIGNET RING ENGRAVED WITH THE INITIALS ‘A &

F’ CONNECTED BY A KNOTTED FOLIATE TIE (VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, M.228-1975) AND ANOTHER, OF
COMPARABLE CHRONOLOGY, FEATURING THE INITIALS “T & W” SIMILARLY CONJOINED WITH A TASSELLED CORD THAT

TRANSFORMS INTO BLOOMING ROSE STEMS (BRITISH MUSEUM, AF.798).

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


