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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
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PROVENANCE: 

EX GERMAN COLLECTION 

EX LORD VAN BUSSEL, AMSTERDAM 

EX REINIER LUCASSEN, AMSTERDAM 

LITERATURE: 

PUBLISHED IN THE CATALOGUE; GROSSBILD, OVEREENKOMSTEN EN VERSCHILLEN IN HEDENDAAGSE WESTERSE EN
NIET-WESTERSE KUNST IN OSS (ILLUSTRATED PG. 67) 

EXHIBITED: 

GROSSBILD, OVEREENKOMSTEN EN VERSCHILLEN IN HEDENDAAGSE WESTERSE EN NIET-WESTERSE KUNST, 18TH
JANUARY TO 18TH APRIL, 1993, OSS 

NOTE: 

THIS EXQUISITE ‘GARRA’ MASK EMBODIES THE EXTRAORDINARY SURREALISM AND ABSTRACT FORM FOUND IN THE
ARTWORK FROM THE BAHINEMO CULTURE. THE MASK IS METICULOUSLY CARVED, LIKELY WITHOUT THE AID OF METAL

TOOLS, IN A DENSE HARDWOOD IN A FLAT, OVAL, TRAY-LIKE SHAPE. IT FEATURES THREE CONCENTRIC CIRCLES
BORDERING THE FACE, WITH TWO CYLINDRICAL PROJECTING EYES, WITH A DIMINUTIVE PIERCED MOUTH, OFF CENTRE.
TWO HOOK ELEMENTS POINT DOWNWARD, WHILE TWO FURTHER HOOKS POINT UPWARDS. THE MASK WITH A PIGMENT



DECORATED SURFACE THE FRONT, WEATHERED GREYISH TO BROWN SURFACE TO THE REVERSE, SUGGESTING A
CONSIDERABLE AGE.
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