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SIZE: 29CMHIGH - 112 INS HIGH / 42CMHIGH - 16%2INS HIGH (WITH BASE)



LITERATURE

CELTIC HEADS ARE COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH SHRINES SITUATED NEAR SPRINGS OR SACRED GROVES. FOUND IN
BRITAN, IRELAND, AND WESTERN EUROPE, THEY EXHIBIT STYLISTIC SIMLARITIES THAT CAN BE TRACED BACK TO
OBSCURE ORIGINS IN CENTRAL EUROPE DURING THE LATE BRONZE AGE, APPROXIMATELY 1200 BC. THEIR FINAL DEMSE
OCCURRED IN THE WESTERN ISLES IN THE 6 TH CENTURY AD.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HEAD IN CELTIC ICONOGRAPHY IS EVIDENT IN ITS FREQUENT OCCURRENCE, ALBEIT ALWAYS
DISPLAYING ASUBTLE DESIGN. THEY CONVEY TENSION AND APOTENT ENERGY. THE HUMAN HEAD HELD ASACRED
STATUS, REGARDED AS THE ESSENCE OF APERSON OR DEITY, IN OUR INSTANCE, THAT OF AKING, POSSESSING
TALISMANIC PROPERTIES AND PROVIDING PROTECTION. INFUSED WITH THE SUPERNATURAL AND EVOKING THE
OTHERWORLDLY REALM, THE CELTIC HEAD EMBRACES PARADOXAND AVBIGUITY.

THE CELTS WERE DIRECT INHERITORS OF BRONZE AGE EUROPE, WITH APALAEOLITHIC BACKGROUND. HOWEVER,
THEIR ART WAS NOT PRIMTIVE; IT WAS SIMPLY DISTINCT AND ENIGMATIC. THEY POSSESSED AUNIQUE, ESSENTIALLY
ABSTRACT APPROACH TO THEIR ART, CONTRASTING SHARPLY WITH THAT OF GREECE AND ROME, WHO PERCEIVED
THEMAS BARBARIANS. DESPITE THEIR CURRENT RECOGNITION AS THE MOST PROMINENT CULTURAL GROUP IN
WESTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE, LESS THAN 50 YEARS AGO, EARLY CELTIC ART WAS DESCRIBED AS ‘DARK AND
UNCANNY, FAR FROM THE LOVABLE HUMANITY AND TRANSPARENCY OF GREEK ART (PAUL JACOBSTHAL; EARLY CELTIC
ART, LONDON, 1970).

OUR CROWNED HEAD, FEATURING ATYPICAL MOUSTACHE, ABOVE ‘BEARDED TEETH'. THE INCLUSION OF ACROWN IS A
RARE OCCURRENCE.
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