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AN UNUSUAL POLYNESIAN AGHTING CLUB
AN UNUSUAL POLYNESIAN FIGHTING CLUB

WITH ASUPERB GEOMETRIC UPPER SECTION AND UNUSUAL SPIRAL TWIST GRIP

DARK GLOSSY PATINAAND EXCELLENT COLOUR, WITH ALUG TO THE BUTT AND ‘OLD’ PAPER LABEL TO THE TOP

WOOD

TONGA

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 77.5CMLONG- 3072 INS LONG
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LITERATURE

IT WAS THE SIMPLE IRON NAIL WHICH, CAVE INTO THE HANDS OF TONGAN CRAFTSMVEN BY TRADE WITH COOKS SHIPS IN
1773 THAT BROUGHT ABOUT AREMARKABLE CHANGE IN THE SURFACE DECORATION OF THE TRADITIONAL CLUBS.



INSTEAD OF THE PARTIAL ENGRAVING NORMALLY EMPLOYED, POST CONTACT CLUBS HAD MUCH MORE ELABORATE
DECORATION AND WERE SOMETIMES INLAID. BY THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY EUROPEAN TOOLS HAD THUS BEGUN
TO SUPERSEDE THE TRADITIONAL ONES MADE OF STONE, BONE OR SHARK'S TEETH.
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