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THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS ARE AN ARCHIPELAGO OF AROUND TWO HUNDRED ISLANDS WHICH ARE IN THE EASTERN BAY OF
BENGAL. ANTHROPOLOGISTS BELIEVE THESE ISLANDS HAVE BEEN INHABITED FOR SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS AT
LEAST, WITH THE VERY EARLIEST SETTLERS DATING BACK TO THE PALAEOLITHIC ERA. ACCORDING TO THE ‘OUT OF

AFRICA’ HYPOTHESIS, THE ANDAMANESE PEOPLE ARE THOUGHT TO BE THE FIRST GROUPS OF MODERN HUMANS (HOMO
SAPIENS) WHO MIGRATED OUT OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENT, 100,000 TO 50,000 BC. 



     AS WITH OTHER INDIGENOUS PEOPLE FROM ANCIENT TRIBAL SOCIETIES, THE ANDAMANESE PRACTICED THE ‘CULT OF
THE ANCESTOR’. THE SKULLS WERE OFTEN PAINTED WITH LINES, DOTS, OR STRIPES AND WORN AS ADORNMENT

AROUND THE NECK, AS A SIGN OF MOURNING AND FUTURE PROTECTION AGAINST DISEASE AND PAIN. 
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