Finch & C°

A RARE DOUBLE ROLL OF PACIAC SANTA CRUZ, FEATHER CURRENCY ‘TEVAU
ARARE DOUBLE ROLL OF PACIFIC SANTACRUZ, RED FEATHER CURRENCY ‘TEVAU’

PLANT FIBRE, BARK STRIPS, RED BIRD FEATHERS, SMALL SHELLS, GLASS BEADS

SOLOMON ISLANDS

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX 45CMHIGH, B0CMWIDE, 6.5CMDEEP - 17% INS HIGH, 31%2INS WIDE, 22 INS DEEP

HEIGHT WITH STAND APPROX 61CMHIGH - 24 INS HIGH (MAX)
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LITERATURE
THESE REMARKABLE FORMS OF PACIFIC ISLAND CURRENCY ARE MADE OF ELABORATE COILS OF RED FEATHERS TAKEN



FROMTHE SCARLET HONEY-EATER (MYZOMELA CARDINALIS) AND WERE THE BASIS FOR ATRADING NETWORK BETWEEN
THE NEIGHBOURING ISLANDS OF THE SOLOMONS. IN POLYNESIAN SOCIETIES THE COLOUR RED WAS SIGNIFICANT, IT
WAS THE COLOUR OF THE GODS, USED FOR THE PERSONAL ADORNMENT OF CHIEFS WHO BELIEVED THEY WERE THE
EVMBODIMENT OF THE GODS. THE ONLY SOURCE OF APERMANENT BRIGHT RED COLOUR CAVE FROM THE FEATHERS OF
CERTAIN BIRDS AND PARTICULARLY BRILLIANT RED FEATHERS ARE FOUND ON THE SCARLET HONEYEATER.

TODAY, WITH MODERN LIFE DOMNATED BY COINS, BANKNOTES, CHEQUES AND CREDIT CARDS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO
UNDERSTAND HOW SOCIETIES COULD FUNCTION WITHOUT CONVENTIONAL MONEY. HOWEVER, ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF
CURRENCY WERE ONCE WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. ROUTINE DALY TRANSACTIONS RELIED ON BARTER;
AFISHERMAN WOULD EXCHANGE AFEW FISH WITH AFARMER FOR SOME OF HIS CROP, BUT BARTERING SYSTEMS DON'T

WORKWHEN YOU WANT TO BUY IN QUANTITY OR OBTAIN SOMETHING OF EXCEPTIONAL VALUE. THUS, IN THE SOLOMON
ISLANDS THE PRECIOUS ROLLS OF RED FEATHERS ACTED LIKE APILE OF BANKNOTES OR ALARGE CHEQUE, ENABLING
PIGS TO BE PURCHASED FOR AFEAST DAY, OR FOR AWIFE TO BE BOUGHT, WITH THE WHOLE COMMUNITY RECOGNISING

THESE EXCHANGES AS BEING OF GREAT AND PERMANENT VALUE.

AS BOTH METAL ORES AND FOSSIL COAL DEPOSITS ARE NOT FOUND IN THE PACIFIC ACURRENCY BASED ON METAL
COINS DID NOT DEVELOP. ALTERNATIVE CURRENCIES BASED ON OBJECTS MADE FROM SCARCE NATURAL RESOURCES
THAT TOOK AGREAT DEAL OF TIME AND SKILL TO MAKE WERE DEVELOPED, OF WHICH THE SANTACRUZ RED FEATHERS

MONEY IS THE MOST INTRICATE AND SPECTACULAR.

PROVENANCE

ACQUIRED DIRECTLY IN 1983 ON TEMOTU ISLAND FROMJOSEPH OLU, ALOCAL ELDER / CHIEF, WHOSE FAMLY HAD
OWNED THE ‘TEVAU’ FOR GENERATIONS

EXPRIVATE COLLECTION



