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WILLIAMHUNTER, USED FOR TEACHING AT THE ST MARTIN'S LANE ACADEMY IN LONDON CIRCA 1753
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LITERATURE

THESE ECORCHE FIGURES WERE ONCE ATTRIBUTED TO ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ARTISTS. WILHELMBODE CLASSIFIED
ONE IN THE HALL OF BRONZES IN THE KAISER FRIEDRICH MUSEUMIN BERLIN, NOW THE BODE MUSEUM, AS ‘VENETIAN
16TH CENTURY. HOWEVER, DR WILLIAMHUNTER, APHYSICIAN AND TEACHER AT THE ST MARTIN'S LANE ACADEMY OF
ART IN ABOUT 1750, HAD DISSECTED AND FLAYED THE CORPSE OF ACONDEMNED CRIMNAL AND THEN METICULOUSLY
MADE A LIFE-SIZE PLASTER MODEL OF IT. HE USED THIS FOR TEACHING LIFE DRAWING AND THE MODEL WAS MOVED
WITH THE ART SCHOOL TO THE NEW ROYAL ACADEMY IN 1767. JOHN ZOFFANY THEN PORTRAYED HUNTER WITH THE
LIFE-SIZE ECORCHE FIGURE IN TWO PAINTINGS. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE DANISH ARTIST MCHAEL HENRY SPANG
STUDIED ANATOMY WITH HUNTER IN ST MARTIN'S LANE AND MADE AWAXREDUCTION OF THE PLASTER FIGURE WHICH
SPANG EXHIBITED AT THE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS IN 1761. SOON AFTER THIS HE DIED AND HUNTER ACQUIRED THE WAX
EDWARD BURCH WAS THEN EMPLOYED BY HUNTER TO CAST AVERSION IN BRONZE AFTER THE WAXIN ORDER TO
PROMDE ARTISTS WITH APORTABLE VERSION OF HIS LIFE-SIZE ANATOMCAL FIGURE.

OTHER 18TH CENTURY ARTISTS ALSO PROBABLY MADE BRONZE CASTS AS MBAKER RECORDS ALBERT PARS BEING
AWARDED APREMUMFOR A‘CAST OF AN ANATOMY FIGURE, AFTER SPANG' IN 1767 BY THE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS.

SINCE THE RENAISSANCE FLAYED ANATOMICAL MALE FIGURES HAVE HELD AFASCINATION FOR ARTISTS, AND
ECORCHE FIGURES REMAIN APOPULAR STUDY FOR STUDENTS OF ART AND LIFE DRAWING.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED, NO OTHER EXAMPLE CAN BE FOUND DISPLAYING THE MALE ‘GENITALIA. IT HAS BEEN
SUGGESTED THIS RARE BRONZE COULD PERHAPS BE A PRIVATE COMMISSION?.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE BELGIAN COLLECTION

NOTE:

FOR AN EXAMPLE SOLD BY FINCH AND CO, EXCOLLECTION THE EARLS OF WARWICK, WARWICK CASTLE, LISTED IN 1900
(HEIRLOOMS) IN THE ARMOURY PASSAGE AS ‘ANTIQUE BRONZE OF SKELETON’, SOLD SOTHEBY'S, SYON PARK, MAY 1997;
LOT 9, EXENGLISH PRIVATE COLLECTION, SEE: FINCH AND CO, CATALOGUE NO. 24, ITEMNO. 29, 2015

CF: OTHER EXAVPLES IN VICTORIAAND ALBERT MUSEUM, LONDON; BODE MUSEUM, BERLIN; THE LOUVRE, PARIS; AND
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM, NEW YORK



