
A NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX SWEPT BACK EAGLE FEATHER WAR BONNET
A NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX SWEPT BACK EAGLE FEATHER WAR BONNET A SKULL CAP OF TANNED DEER

HIDE WITH SINEW ATTACHED IMMATURE EAGLE FEATHERS AND CENTRAL FLYING PLUME OF FLUFF OR BREATH
FEATHERS A BROW-BAND SEWN TO THE EDGE OF CAP ABOVE THE FOREHEAD TRIMMED WITH GLASS SEED BEADS AND
WITH THIRTY GOLDEN EAGLE FEATHERS ATTACHED WITH STRIPS OF RED TRADE CLOTH ALL EDGED WITH RED DYED

HORSE HAIR

DANGLERS TO EACH SIDE COMPOSED OF STRIPS OF SILK MUSLIN COTTON AND OWL FEATHERS

NORTH AMERICA

CIRCA 1870 - 1900

SIZE: APPROX: 40CM HIGH, 60CM DEEP, 45CM WIDE - 15¾ INS HIGH, 23½ INS DEEP, 17¾ WIDE

 
LITERATURE

NOTHING IS MORE SYMBOLIC OF THE PLAINS INDIAN THAN THE EAGLE FEATHER HEADDRESS WORN BY CHIEFS AND
OTHER HIGH RANKING OFFICERS IN TRIBAL MILITARY SOCIETY. THE EAGLE FEATHERED BONNET SIGNIFIED A WARRIOR’S

PROWESS IN BATTLE AND IS THOUGHT TO HAVE ORIGINATED WITH THE CROW OR SIOUX.

     PICTORIAL EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT THE SWEPT BACK WAR BONNET WAS DEVELOPED AND ACCEPTED AS A SYMBOL
OF PRESTIGE AMONG THE CENTRAL AND NORTHERN PLAINS TRIBES BY THE EARLY 1800’S. A YOUNG PAWNEE BRAVE



PETALESHARRO WAS PAINTED BY CHARLES BIRD KING IN 1822 WEARING A FLARING HEADDRESS OF EAGLE FEATHERS
TRIMMED WITH ERMINE SKINS. EDWIN DENIG, A FACTOR FOR THE AMERICAN FUR COMPANY IN THE 1850S, REPORTED

THAT THE ASSINIBOIN WERE WILLING TO PAY TWO HORSES FOR TWO TAILS OF THE WAR EAGLE, EACH CONTAINING
TWELVE FEATHERS, IF THE FEATHERS WERE WROUGHT INTO A CAP.

     THE FEATHER OF AN EAGLE SYMBOLISED THE HIGHEST HONOUR THAT A WARRIOR COULD WIN. AN EAGLE FEATHER
WAR BONNET COULD ONLY BE WORN BY AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAD GAINED THE RESPECT OF THE LEADING MEN IN THE

COMMUNITY AND WHO HAD GAINED ‘WAR HONOURS’. THE NUMBER OF FEATHERS INDICATED THE NUMBER OF
CAPTURES AND SCALPS TAKEN IN BATTLE. THE SOFT DOWNY IMMATURE EAGLE FEATHERS USED ON THE HEADDRESS

WERE SYMBOLIC OF MYSTERIOUS FORCES, THEIR CONTINUOUS FINE FLUTTERING MOVEMENT SUGGESTING
COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE SUPERNATURAL POWERS.
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