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J. R. S. WHITING: ‘A HANDFUL OF HISTORY’, ALAN SUTTON, 1978

DURING THE FOURTH QUARTER OF THE 17TH CENTURY AND THE FIRST TWO OF THE 18TH CENTURY A SIGNIFICANT
NUMBER OF ‘POLITICAL’ AND ‘EDUCATIONAL’ PACKS OF CARDS WERE PRODUCED IN VARIOUS EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.
IN ENGLAND THERE WERE PRODUCED ABOUT A DOZEN PACKS DEPICTING CURRENT AND OCCASIONALLY HISTORIC
POLITICAL EVENTS, MOSTLY DEMONISING THE CATHOLICS. ALL ARE RARE, THE MORE SO IF COMPLETE AND IN FINE

CONDITION LIKE THIS EXAMPLE. 

THIS PACK, ‘THE HORRID POPISH PLOT’, IS KNOWN IN SEVERAL VERSIONS EXTENDING INTO THE 18TH CENTURY, THE
FIRST DESIGNED BY FRANCIS BARLOW AND ADVERTISED BY ROBERT WALTON IN 1679. THE THEME IS OF

UNCORROBORATED AND FICTITIOUS ACCUSATIONS BY THE DISCREDITED TITUS OATES (1649 - 1705) AND OTHERS
AGAINST PLOTTERS ATTEMPTING TO MURDER CHARLES II IN ORDER TO BRING HIS CATHOLIC BROTHER JAMES TO THE



THRONE.
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