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IN A REMARKABLE ARTICLE, JARRIGE HAS DECIPHERED THE MEANING OF THE MANY FIGURES AROUND THE
CIRCUMFERENCES OF TWO GOBLETS DISPLAYING THE STORY OF PRINCE KUNALA AND QUEEN TISYARAKSITA,
ANALYSING THESE ILLUSTRATIONS DOWN TO THE SMALLEST DETAIL. THE STORY WAS TRANSMITTED IN THE

‘ASHOKAVADANA’, THE TEXT THAT DID SO MUCH TO BURNISH THE IMAGE AND LEGEND OF ASHOKA. ANYONE WANTING A
REAL UNDERSTANDING OF THIS GOBLET, ONE OF THE FINEST TO HAVE SURVIVED, SHOULD CONSULT THE ARTICLE.

QUEEN TISYARAKSITA WAS PERTURBED BY THE NUMBER OF PRESENTS THAT HER HUSBAND ASHOKA WAS SENDING TO
THE BODHI TREE AFTER HIS CONVERSION TO BUDDHISM, THE TREE BENEATH WHICH THE BUDDHA RECEIVED HIS

ENLIGHTENMENT, AND IMAGINED THAT THERE WAS A WOMAN INVOLVED. SHE INSTRUCTED A LOCAL WITCH TO DISCOVER
AND DESTROY THE OBJECT OF HER HUSBAND’S DEVOTION: THE TREE DIED, BUT SUCH WAS ASHOKA’S DESPAIR THAT
SHE REALISED HER ERROR, AND THE TREE WAS REVIVED, BY REVERSE WITCHCRAFT. ASHOKA HAD A SON, KUNALA,

WHO, HAVING GROWN UP, MARRIED KANACANAMALA. HE HAD THE MOST BEAUTIFUL EYES, AND TISYARAKSITA TRIED TO
SEDUCE HIM. REJECTED, SHE HAD HIM BLINDED, SO HE BECAME A WANDERING MINSTREL, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS

FAITHFUL WIFE.

ASHOKA HAD HER EXECUTED ONCE HE LEARNED THE TRUTH, AGAINST THE WISHES OF KUNALA, WHO MAINTAINED THAT
HE WAS REPAYING THE KARMIC DEBT OF BLINDING 500 DEER IN A PREVIOUS EXISTENCE. THE SATRAPY OF ARACHOSIE
WAS FOUNDED BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT, WHERE KANDAHAR NOW EXISTS. IT RETAINED ITS HELLENISTIC CULTURE

UNDER THE MAURYAN DYNASTY, THROUGH THE ‘SATRAPS’ WHO RULED IT, UNDER WHOM ALL THE DIVERSE ELEMENTS
OF DIFFERENT CULTURES CAME TOGETHER, AND WERE EXPRESSED. THE LEGEND OF ASHOKA AND THE STORY OF

KUNALA WERE POPULAR THROUGHOUT THE BUDDHIST WORLD, FROM INDIA TO JAPAN.
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