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LITERATURE

THE YORUBALIVE PREDOMNANTLY IN SOUTH WESTERN NIGERIAAND HAVE FOR CENTURIES BEEN THE MOST PROLIFIC
ART-PRODUCING PEOPLE OF BLACK AFRICA THE CULTURE OF YORUBA, WITH ITS COMPLEXRELIGIOUS, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL SYSTEMS INHERITED FROMANCIENT CITY-STATES, EMOKED THE CREATION OF ARICH VARIETY OF ROYAL AND
RELIGIOUS SCULPTURE. THE YORUBA DEVELOPED AUNIQUE STYLE THROUGH WHICH TO INTERPRET THE RITUALS AND
PRECEPTS, PASSIONS AND BELIEFS OF THEIR LIVES. HOWEVER, IT IS THE ACTUAL COMMUNITY AND FAMLY IN THE HERE
AND NOW THAT FORMTHE PIVOT OF YORUBA LIFE. THERE EXISTS NO DESIRE TO WORK TOWARD ABETTER LIFE IN THE
HEREAFTER. WHILE THEY DO HOPE TO JOIN THEIR ANCESTORS WHEN THEY DIE, THESE ANCESTORS ARE CONCEIVED
AS LIMNG AFORMLESS EXISTENCE THAT IS NEVERTHELESS FOCUSED ON THE SURVIVING FAMLY MEMBERS IN WHICH
THEY HOPE TO BE REBORN. THE ANCESTORS DO RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY, BUT NOT THROUGH PERSONAL
REINCARNATION. THEIR LIFE FORCE REVERTS TO THE COMMUNITY IN THE FORM OF ONE OR MORE CHILDREN.

TO THE YORUBATHE PRIMVE MANIFESTATION OF THE LIFE FORCE IS FERTILITY AND WOMEN ARE THE STRONGER SEXAS
THE LIFE FORCE MANIFESTS ITSELF DIRECTLY IN THEMIN THE FORM OF MENSTRUATION AND CHILDBIRTH. THIS SHRINE
FIGURE MAY HAVE FUNCTIONED AS AWATER DEITY, BEING PLACED INTO ALARGE DISH DURING CEREMONIES IN
HONOUR OF THE RIVER GODDESS ‘YEMOJA AND CARRIED AROUND BY APRIESTESS IN ATRANCE. YEMOJAIS REVERED
AS ADEITY FOR BESTOWING THE GIFT OF CHILDREN.
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