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THE FINELY ENGRAVED INTAGLIO PORTRAYING THE HEAD OF ‘SOCRATES’

HIGH CARAT GOLD, CARNELIAN

BACTRIAN / CENTRAL ASIA

1ST CENTURY BC

SIZE: 3CM LONG, 2CM WIDE, 2.5CM HIGH - 1¼ INS LONG, ¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS HIGH

APPROX RING SIZE: ‘O’
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LITERATURE

BACTRIA WAS IN CENTRAL ASIA IN AN AREA THAT COMPRISES MOST OF MODERN-DAY AFGHANISTAN AND PARTS OF
UZBEKISTAN AND TAJIKISTAN. TO THE SOUTH AND EAST, IT WAS BORDERED BY THE HINDU KUSH MOUNTAINS. ON ITS

WESTERN SIDE, THE REGION WAS BORDERED BY THE CARMANIAN DESERT AND TO THE NORTH IT WAS BOUND BY THE
OXUS RIVER. THE LAND WAS NOTED FOR ITS FERTILITY AND ITS ABILITY TO PRODUCE MOST ANCIENT GREEK

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, WITH THE NOTABLE EXCEPTION OF OLIVES.

 
PROVENANCE

PRIVATE UK COLLECTION, SINCE 1970’S

EX OLIVER HOARE LTD.

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


