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THE HELMETS FROM THE ‘SAOTOVE’ SCHOCL, ARE OF THE FINEST EXAMPLES OF JAPANESE HELMETS. THE FOUNDER OF
THE ‘SAOTOME’ SCHOOL WAS SAOTOME CHIKARA, AMIDDLE CLASS ‘VASSAL’ OF TAGAYA SHIGETSUNE. HE WAS LORD OF
HITACHI'S SHIMOTSUMA CASTLE WITH AN ANNUAL INCOME OF 60,000 ROKU. AFTER LOSING HIS PROPERTIES IN 1601 DUE
TOHIS REFUSAL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BATTLE OF SEKIGAHARA HIS INCOME REDUCED DRAMATICALLY. REMAINING IN
SHIMOTSUMA HE STARTED THE PRODUCTION OF HELMETS, THUS BEING REFERRED TO AS THE ‘FIRST GENERATION’ OF

THE ‘SAOTOME’ SCHOOL, WHERE HIS DESCENDANTS STILL LIVE TODAY.

THE ‘BOWL" ON OUR EXAVPLE IS OF ASUPERIOR ‘CONSTRUCTION" AND QUALITY. BOTH THE ‘HAIDATE-DA' AND THE
‘MABISASHI’ ARE ‘SAOTOIME’ STYLE. TWO LARGE ORIGINAL ‘WAKIDATE’ TSUNOMOTO FIXED EITHER SIDE ON THE
‘KOSHIMAKT. THE SAVE ‘SHAKUDO ARE USED TO FORMA FUKURIN AROUND THE EDGES OF THE ‘FUKIGAESHI' AND THE
‘MABISASHI'. THE ‘TEHEN-NO-ZA IS FORMED OF SIXLAYERED FITTINGS MADE FROM GILDED COPPER AND SHAKUDO. THE
‘SHIKORO' ARE ‘TETSU KURO NURI’ LAVE PLATES, IN THE SIXSTAGE ‘HINENO' STYLE, KON (DARK INDIGO) ITO ‘SUGAKE-
ODOSHI, THE LOWER SECTION SHOWING ‘UNAVE’ AND ‘HISHINUI', ONE LAYER OF HI-ITO (SCARLET) AND THE LOWER
EDGE COVERED IN ALEATHER FUKURIN. THE ‘FUKIGAESHI' ARE ‘ROUNDED SQUARE’ IN APPEARANCE, WITH BLACK
LACQUERED FACINGS, AND GILT COPPER ‘MONGANE’ CRESTS OF ‘JIKU-TSUKI MTTSU FUJI TOMOE’ (THREE WISTERIA
BRANCHES SWIRLING OUT FROMA CENTRAL AXIS). TO THE INSIDE OF THE REVERSE CENTRAL PLATE SIGNED: ‘JO-SHU

JU SAOTOME IESADA.
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