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POLYNESIAN ROYAL WHALE TOOTH PENDANT ‘LE NIHO PALAOCA’
POLYNESIAN ROYAL WHALE TOOTH PENDANT 'LEI NIHO PALAOA

FINE SMOOTH GOLDEN PATINA

HAWAII

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7.5CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE, 5CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 1% INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

FINE SMOOTH GOLDEN PATINA

HAWAII

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7.5CMHIGH, 3.5CMWIDE, 5CMDEEP - 2% INS HIGH, 173 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE



LIKE THE CROVWNS OF EUROPEAN ROYALTY, HOOK SHAPED PENDANTS MADE FROM THE TEETH OF SPERMWHALES
WERE WORN BY HAWAIIAN ‘AL AS MARKS OF NOBLE BIRTH. THEY SERVED AS VISUAL SYMBOLS OF EXALTED STATUS
AND COULD BE WORN BY PERSONS OF HIGH RANK OF BOTH GENDERS. OFTEN WORN ON NECKLACES MADE FROM
TIGHTLY BRAIDED COILS OF HUMAN HAIR IN MULTIPLE STRANDS STRUNG WITH FINELY PLAITED AND BRAIDED OLONA
FIBRES. ‘TOUCHARDIA LATIFOLIA IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS ‘OLONA IN HAWAIIAN AND IS ASPECIES OF FLOWERING
SHRUB THAT BELONGS TO THE NETTLE FAMLY. IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN CULTIVATED ON HAWAII AND WAS CONSIDERED
ONE OF THE FINEST GRADES OF FIBRE, ITS INTERTWINING STRANDS MAKING IT ONE OF THE STRONGEST NATURAL
FIBRES ON EARTH. IT WAS OFTEN USED AS CORDAGE ON THE WRIST LOOP OF ‘PAHOA DAGGERS, AND FOR FASTENING
SHARKS TEETH ON THE HEADS OF ‘LEIOMANO'.

‘LEI NIHO PALAOA WERE WORN AS FORMAL REGALIAAS THE 19TH CENTURY HAWAIIAN HISTORIAN DAVID MALO HAS
WRITTEN: ‘IN BATTLE OR ON OCCASIONS OF CEREMONY AND DISPLAY . THE NAVE OF THESE PENDANTS TRANSLATES AS
‘WHALE TOOTH NECKLACE’ WHICH WAS THE PREFERRED MATERIAL USED IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY WHEN IT COULD
ONLY BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE CHANCE STRANDING'S OF SPERMWHALES AS THEY PASSED BY ON THEIR ANNUAL
MGRATIONS. ARCHAEOLOGISTS HAVE FOUND OTHER PENDANTS IN SHELL, BONE AND CORAL WHICH INDICATES THAT IT
IS THE DISTINCTIVE ‘HOOK' SHAPED FORMOF THE PENDANT, RATHER THAN THE MATERIAL, WHICH SERVES AS THE
SYMBOL OF CHIEFLY AUTHORITY.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: FOR TWO EXAMPLES SEE FINCH AND CO, NO. 80, CATALOGUE NO. 4, 2002 AND NO. 13, CATALOGUE NO. 31, 2018



