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LITERATURE

PENDANTS OF THIS TYPE ARE AMONG THE RAREST AND MOST SOUGHT AFTER OF ALL POLYNESIAN ARTEFACTS. ASMALL
NUMBER OF COMPLETE NECKLACES SURVIVE AND ANUNMBER OF PENDANTS EITHER FROMONCE COMPLETE
NECKLACES OR MAYBE USED AS EAR PENDANT S ALSO EXIST. IN AN OFFICIAL ACCOUNT FROM CAPTAIN COOK’S FINAL
VOYAGE IT WAS NOTED ON ATIU, ONE OF THE SOUTHERN COOK ISLANDS: ‘SOME, WHO WERE OF ASUPERIOR CLASS, AND
ALSO THE CHIEF'S, HAD TWO LITTLE BALLS, WITH ACOMMON BASE, MADE FROM THE BONE OF SOME ANIMAL, WHICH
HUNG ROUND THE NECK, WITH AGREAT MANY FOLDS OF SMALL CORD’;COOK, 1784.

WILLIAMWYATT GILL OF THE LONDON MSSIONARY SOCIETY NOTED THAT SUCH OBJECTS WERE WORN AS EAR
ORNAMENTS BY THE CHIEFS OF MANGAIA, THE SOUTHERNMOST OF THE COOK ISLANDS; GILL,1894. E.L.GRUNING, WHO
LIVED IN THE COOK ISLANDS FROM 1905 TO 1914, CARRIED OUT AN EXPLORATION OF ATIU DURING WHICH HE HAD
HIMSELF LOWERED INTO A CAVE OF UNKNOWN DEPTH AT THE END OF AMAKESHIFT ‘LIANA ROPE. HIS COURAGE WAS
REWARDED BY THE DISCOVERY OF HUMAN SKELETONS AND TWO ‘PHALLIC ORNAMENTS’, ONE SUSPENDED FROM
BRAIDED HUMAN HAIR, IN THE MANNER OF AHAWAIIAN ‘LEI NIHO PALAOA. HE NOTES THAT THESE ORNAMENTS ‘ARE
REPUTED TO HAVE BEEN WORN ONLY BY CHAVPION WARRIORS OF THE ISLAND, WHO HAD THE RIGHT OF POSSESSING
ANY WOMAN, MARRIED OR SINGLE, WHILE WEARING ONE’; GRUNING, 1937.

HOWEVER THE TERM‘PHALLIC’, USED BY SEVERAL AUTHORS TO DESCRIBE THESE PENDANTS, IS OF COURSE A
MSTAKE. THEY MAY WELL REPRESENT TESTICLES BUT CERTAINLY NOT APHALLUS. THREE NECKLACES WITH SIMLAR
SHAPED ‘TESTICLE’ SUSPENDED PENDANTS CAN BE SEEN IN, ART AND ARTEFACTS OF THE PACIFIC, AFRICAAND THE

AVERICAS, THE JAVES HOOPER COLLECTION, STEVEN PHELPS, HUTCHISON & CO, LONDON, 1976, PLATE 83, PAGE 152,
NUNMBERS: 654, 655 AND 656.
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