Finch & C°

A FNE AND RARE SCROLL PAINTING DEPICTING THE EUROPEAN HENDRIK DOEFF
AFINE AND RARE SCROLL PAINTING DEPICTING THE EUROPEAN HENDRIK DOEFF (1764 - 1837) STANDING, HOLDING A

‘RED LACQUER’ WALKING CANE, TOGETHER WITH HIS DOG AND HIS YOUNG JAVANESE BOY-SERVANT HOLDING A
PARASOL
WATERCOLOUR ON PAPER, MOUNTED ON ATEXTILE COVERED SILK SCROLL
NAGASAKI SCHOOL, AFTER SHIBAKOKAN (1747 - 1818)
UNSIGNED

JAPAN

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 190CMLONG, 66CMWIDE - 74% INS LONG, 26 INS WIDE / PANTED IMAGE: 134CMLONG, 53CMWIDE - 52% INS LONG,
20% INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

THE SCROLL IS ONE OF AFEW ‘AFTER’ APAINTED SCROLL BY SHIBAKOKAN (1747 - 1818) OF ‘OPPERHOOFD’ HENDRIK
DOEFF (1764 - 1837), THE DUTCH COMMSSIONER IN THE ‘DEJIMA TRADING POST OF NAGASAKI, JAPAN, DURING THE
EARLY PART OF THE 19TH CENTURY. BORN IN AMSTERDAM, AS AYOUNG MAN HE SAILED TO JAPAN AS ASCRIBE WORKING
FOR THE DUTCH EAST INDIACOMPANY. HE RAISED TO APOSITION OF CHIEF IN 1803, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 1817.
AFTER BRITAIN CAPTURED THE DUTCH EAST INDIES IN 1811, DEJIMABECAVE THE ONLY PLACE IN THE WORLD FLYING
THE DUTCH FLAG. THE NETHERLANDS EVENTUALLY BEING RESTORED IN 1814, WITH DOEFF LATER DECORATED FOR HIS
LOYALTY AND COURAGE.

DOEFF WAS ALSO CREDITED WITH WRITING THE DUTCH-JAPANESE DICTIONARY, AND ALSO AMEMOIR OF HIS

EXPERIENCES AND LIFE IN JAPAN, TITLED ‘RECOLLECTIONS OF JAPAN', AND HE WAS ALSO CREDITED WITH WRITING THE
FIRST ‘HAKU BY AWESTERNER:
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‘LEND ME YOUR ARMS, FAST AS THUNDERBOLTS, FOR APILLOW ON MY JOURNEY

APORTRAIT OF HENDRIK DOEFF, SIGNED BY SHIBAKOKAN IS IN THE COLLECTION OF THE RIJKSMUSEUMVOOR
VOLKENKUNDE IN LEIDEN (INV. 2821 - 1). HE IS SHOWN STANDING IN THE SAVE STANCE, HOLDING HIS ‘RED LACQUER’
CANE, HIS MAN SERVANT AFEW STEPS BEHIND AND THE DOG SEATED ON ALL FOUR LEGS, WITH ONE LEG SCRAPING
BEHIND HER EAR.
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