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LITERATURE

THE SCROLL IS ONE OF A FEW ‘AFTER’ A PAINTED SCROLL BY SHIBA KÓKAN (1747 - 1818) OF ‘OPPERHOOFD’ HENDRIK
DOEFF (1764 - 1837), THE DUTCH COMMISSIONER IN THE ‘DEJIMA’ TRADING POST OF NAGASAKI, JAPAN, DURING THE

EARLY PART OF THE 19TH CENTURY. BORN IN AMSTERDAM, AS A YOUNG MAN HE SAILED TO JAPAN AS A SCRIBE WORKING
FOR THE DUTCH EAST INDIA COMPANY. HE RAISED TO A POSITION OF CHIEF IN 1803, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 1817.
AFTER BRITAIN CAPTURED THE DUTCH EAST INDIES IN 1811, DEJIMA BECAME THE ONLY PLACE IN THE WORLD FLYING

THE DUTCH FLAG. THE NETHERLANDS EVENTUALLY BEING RESTORED IN 1814, WITH DOEFF LATER DECORATED FOR HIS
LOYALTY AND COURAGE. 

     DOEFF WAS ALSO CREDITED WITH WRITING THE DUTCH-JAPANESE DICTIONARY, AND ALSO A MEMOIR OF HIS
EXPERIENCES AND LIFE IN JAPAN, TITLED ‘RECOLLECTIONS OF JAPAN’, AND HE WAS ALSO CREDITED WITH WRITING THE

FIRST ‘HAIKU’ BY A WESTERNER: 

                                                   イナヅマ　ノ                               

                                             カヒナ ヲ　カラン

                                                    クサ マクラ

     ‘LEND ME YOUR ARMS,  FAST AS THUNDERBOLTS,  FOR A PILLOW ON MY JOURNEY’ 

A PORTRAIT OF HENDRIK DOEFF, SIGNED BY SHIBA KÓKAN IS IN THE COLLECTION OF THE RIJKSMUSEUM VOOR
VOLKENKUNDE IN LEIDEN (INV. 2821 - 1). HE IS SHOWN STANDING IN THE SAME STANCE, HOLDING HIS ‘RED LACQUER’
CANE, HIS MAN SERVANT A FEW STEPS BEHIND AND THE DOG SEATED ON ALL FOUR LEGS, WITH ONE LEG SCRAPING

BEHIND HER EAR. 
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