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SIZE: 17CM HIGH - 6¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 16TH CENTURY, EMPEROR BABUR, THE FOUNDER OF THE MUGHAL DYNASTY IN NORTH INDIA, RECORDED IN HIS
DIARY THAT HE HAD ACQUIRED A BOAT-SHAPED DRINKING CUP CRAFTED FROM THE HORN OF A RHINOCEROS. THIS

REMARKABLE OBJECT WAS REPORTEDLY PURCHASED OVER TWO CENTURIES LATER BY SIR HANS SLOANE (1660 - 1753),
WHOSE EXTENSIVE COLLECTION EVENTUALLY FORMED THE FOUNDATION OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

     RHINOCEROS HORN HELD IMMENSE VALUE IN THE MIDDLE AND FAR EAST, RENOWNED FOR ITS PURPORTED
MEDICINAL PROPERTIES AS AN ANTIDOTE TO BOTH POISON AND MELANCHOLY, AS WELL AS ITS RARITY AND AESTHETIC

APPEAL. CONSEQUENTLY, NUMEROUS EUROPEAN RHINOCEROS HORN CARVINGS WERE PRODUCED AS A DIRECT
CONSEQUENCE OF CONTACT WITH THESE INTRICATE CARVINGS ORIGINATING FROM CHINA.

     HOWEVER, THE EXACT ARRIVAL OF VESSELS CRAFTED FROM RHINOCEROS HORN IN EUROPE REMAINS UNCERTAIN.
THE EARLIEST DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE OF SUCH VESSELS DATES BACK TO THE END OF THE 16TH CENTURY, WHEN A

VESSEL ADORNED WITH RHINOCEROS-BONE ORNAMENTS AND SILVER WAS PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNOR OF
PORTUGAL BY A GROUP OF JAPANESE CHRISTIANS TRAVELING ON A PORTUGUESE SHIP. THESE TRAVELER'S VISITED

SOUTHERN EUROPE BETWEEN 1584 AND 1586.

     IN 1601, IT IS RECORDED THAT ‘UN CORNO DI RINO CERONTE’ WAS AMONG SEVERAL RARE AND PRECIOUS ARTICLES
TAKEN TO BEIJING BY THE JESUIT MISSIONARY FATHER MATTEO RICCI. RICCI LIKELY BELIEVED HE WAS PRESENTING THE

CHINESE EMPEROR WITH AN OBJECT HE HAD NEVER ENCOUNTERED BEFORE. UNBEKNOWNST TO HIM, THIS
RHINOCEROS HORN WAS ALREADY FAMILIAR TO THE WANLI EMPEROR, AND THE BELIEFS ASSOCIATED WITH ITS MAGICAL

POWERS AND ABILITIES HAD ORIGINATED OVER A MILLENNIUM EARLIER IN CHINA.
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