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ALABASTER

NEAR EASTERN

3RD MLLENIUMBC

SIZE: 9.5CMHIGH, 9.5CMWIDE, 15.5CMDEEP - 3% INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE, 6 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE BODY WITH ‘CROSS HATCHING TO SUGGEST SPINES. THE SMALL FACE WITH TWO DRILLED HOLES TO REPRESENT
EYES AND A‘SNUB’ SNOUT. THE DELICATE CARVING ALLOWS US ASMALL GLIMPSE INTO THE WORLD, AND TO SEE
THROUGH THE ‘EYE’ OF THE SCULPTOR THEIR ‘FREE STYLE' AND SIMPLE, YET SUPERB USE TO ‘ENLIVEN’ THE MATERIAL,

IN THIS CASE, ALABASTER. OVER MLLENNIUM THE SURFACE HAS DEVELOPED ABEAUTIFUL GOLDEN ‘PATINA.

ASIMLAR VESSEL OF AHEDGEHOG CAN BE SEEN IN: SYRIA, LAND OF CIMLISATION, MCHEL FORTIN (TRANSLATION:
JANE MACAULAY) QUEBEC, 1999, P. 177 NO. 106. HOWEVER OUR EXAVPLE IS MORE COMPLETE. IT WAS ALSO NOTED, THAT
THE MAMMAL WAS ONLY FOUND IN VERY SMALL QUANTITIES AT SITES, AND VESSELS IN THE SHAPE OF ANIMALS WERE
NOT FOR EVERYDAY USE, BUT RATHER FOR LUXURY ITEMS OR ‘CULT RELATED’ OBJECTS.
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