
GOLD FALCONER’S CALL OR WHISTLE WITH PENDANT LOOP
A VERY RARE GOLD FALCONER’S CALL OR WHISTLE WITH PENDANT LOOP

PERHAPS FOR A NOBLE LADY 

BLOWN WITH THE AID OF AN INSERTED REED 

ENGLISH OR FRENCH

15TH - 16TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5CM LONG - 2 INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

ORIGINATING AROUND 1000 BC IN THE ASIAN STEPPES, FALCONRY ROSE TO BECOME THE FAVOURITE SPORT OF
EUROPEAN NOBILITY AND ROYALTY DURING THE TUDOR AGE. WITH HENRY VIII IT WAS AN OBSESSION. HE HAWKED BOTH
MORNING AND AFTERNOON IF THE WEATHER WAS FINE, AND BUILT A ROYAL ‘MEWS’ AT CHARING CROSS TO HOUSE HIS

PRECIOUS BIRDS. ‘MEWS’ WERE ORIGINALLY BUILT IN LONDON TO HOUSE BIRDS OF PREY WHILE THEY MOULTED IN THE
SUMMER MONTHS. SHAKESPEARE USED MANY OBSCURE FALCONRY TERMS IN HIS PLAY ‘TAMING OF THE SHREW’ AND
NUMEROUS TERMS HAVE ENTERED THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ARE STILL IN GENERAL USE: ‘FED UP’, ‘HAGGARD’,



‘HOODWINKED’ AND ‘CADGE’.

     BIRDS WERE TRAINED TO RETURN TO THE CALL OR WHISTLE WHICH WERE FREQUENTLY MADE OF WOOD OR BONE,
BUT RARELY OF PRECIOUS METAL LIKE THIS EXAMPLE. THE PEREGRINE IS THE NOBLEST AND MOST CHALLENGING OF

FALCONS TO TRAIN AND WILL TAKE GROUSE BY CLIMBING DOT HIGH ABOVE HEATHER MOORLAND BEFORE FOLDING ITS
WINGS IN A MESMERISING 1000 FOOT TOWERING, MAGNIFICENT STOOP.

 

 
PROVENANCE

FOUND IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

EX FINCH AND CO, ITEM NO. 5, CATALOGUE NUMBER 27, WINTER 2016 

PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

 


