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AMBER, SILVER GILT, SILVER, STEEL, LEATHER 

ORIGINAL LEATHER CASE (WITH A 19TH CENTURY REPLACEMENT LID) 

GERMAN KÖNIGSBERG 

17TH CENTURY / CIRCA 1630 



SIZE: KNIVES: 21.7CM LONG - 8½ INS LONG / CASE: 24.8CM LONG - 9¾ INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

THE BALTIC REGION PRODUCED A STEADY SUPPLY OF FINE QUALITY AMBER, WITH A NUMBER OF CENTRES
CONCENTRATING ON THE PRODUCTION OF AMBER RELATED WORKS OF ART, FROM LARGE CASKETS, TO CUTLERY AND
SMALL OVAL PORTRAITS. MANY ITEMS WERE INTENDED FOR AN ‘EXPORT MARKET’ AS SURELY THE TWO KNIVES WE HAVE

DEPICTING CHARLES I (1600 - 1649) AND QUEEN CONSORT HENRIETTA MARIA (1609 - 1669) WERE MADE FOR THE
ENGLISH MARKET. 

     THE HANDLES OF EATING KNIVES BECAME MUCH MORE ELEGANT AND DECORATIVE IN THE 17TH CENTURY AND
CHANGES TO THE SHAPE OF THE BLADE OCCURRED WHEN EATING HABITS DICTATED IT WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY

TO SPIKE FOOD WITH A KNIFE, SO THE BLADE BECAME SHORTER WITH THE SHARP POINT REMOVED.

     AS DINING CEREMONY AND CUISINE CHANGED SO DID THE NATURE, PROVISION AND USE OF CUTLERY WHETHER IT
WAS FOR THE DISPLAY OF LARGESSE AND POWER, THE CEMENTING OF POLITICAL OR BUSINESS AFFINITIES OR THE

ENJOYMENT OF THE COMPANY AND CONVERSATION OF FRIENDS. DURING THE 16TH CENTURY CUTLERY WAS USED AT
TABLE FOR SERVING FOOD RATHER THAN FOR EATING IT. HOWEVER, DURING THE NEXT CENTURY THIS BEGAN TO BE

SUPERSEDED ONCE THE USE OF FORKS BECAME THE FASHION.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

SEE: FINCH AND CO ITEM NO. 28C, CATALOGUE NUMBER 30, SUMMER, 2018 FOR AN AMBER PORTRAIT BUST ‘EATING’
KNIFE 

 


