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A FINE ANCIENT ETRUSCAN FALISCAN BRONZE PATERA HANDLE DEPICTING A YOUTHFUL FEMALE NAKED EXCEPT FOR
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HER THICK HAIR PARTED IN THE CENTRE SWEEPS BACKWARDS TO THE SHAPED PROJECTION THAT WOULD HAVE
ATTACHED THE DEEP BOWL TO THE HANDLE

DARK GREEN SMOOTH RICH PATINA

4TH - 3RD CENTURY BC

SIZE: 15.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP - 6 INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE ART OF THE ETRUSCAN PERIOD IS AN ART OF MANY PEOPLES AND INFLUENCES. IT CAN BE SAID THAT ETRUSCAN
ART IS THE REAL ANTIQUE ART OF ITALY. ETRURIA WAS A RICH COUNTRY WELL PROVIDED WITH FERTILE VALLEYS AND
HAVING QUANTITIES OF SILVER AND OTHER ORES. ROMAN POETS DID NOT EXAGGERATE WHEN THEY WROTE THAT THE

ETRUSCANS WERE WELL FED AND LIVED ENJOYABLE LIVES.

     THE FALISCI LIVED IN NORTHERN LAZIO ON THE ETRUSCAN SIDE OF THE TIBER RIVER. THEY SPOKE AN ITALIC
LANGUAGE CALLED ‘FALISCAN’ CLOSELY RELATED TO LATIN. ORIGINALLY A SOVEREIGN STATE POLITICALLY AND

SOCIALLY THEY SUPPORTED THE ETRUSCANS JOINING THE ETRUSCAN LEAGUE. THIS AFFILIATION LED TO THEIR NEAR
DESTRUCTION AND TOTAL SUBJUGATION BY ROME.

     ROMAN CONNOISSEURS IN THE DAYS OF PLINY WERE ESPECIALLY FOND OF COLLECTING ETRUSCAN AND FALISCI
WORKS OF ART, PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR VASES AND BRONZES. IN 295 BC THE ROMANS BOUGHT 2000 BRONZE

STATUES TO ROME FROM THE CONQUERED VOLSINII AND THE EMPEROR AUGUSTUS COMMISSIONED THE RENEWAL OF A
STATUE OF APOLLO. IN THE BRONZE FOUNDRIES OF PRAENESTE, NOT MANY MILES FROM ROME, PEOPLE HAD WORKED
ACCORDING TO ETRUSCAN MODELS FOR 500 YEARS. ALTHOUGH CONSIDERED OLD FASHIONED FROM THE EPOCH OF

TRAJAN, ETRUSCAN CRAFTSMEN WERE STILL EMPLOYED TO MAKE BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVED BRONZE MIRRORS, VESSELS,
CONTAINERS AND BROOCHES.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION ACQUIRED 1980’S

EX RUPERT WACE LIMITED

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION ACQUIRED FROM ABOVE JUNE 2009

ART LOSS REGISTER CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE

CF: A SIMILAR BRONZE IN THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BOSTON U.S.A. NO. 529

 


