Finch & C°

RARE AND ANE TONGAN ‘KOLO’ THROWING CLUB
ARARE AND FINE TONGAN ‘KOLO THROWING CLUB

SMALL MARKS TO THE TOP OF THE HEAD INDICATE POSSIBLE ‘KILLS’

SUPERB COLOUR AND RICH PATINA (ANCIENT TRACES OF ‘SHELLAC’)

WOOD

LATE 18TH/EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: A0CMLONG - 15%INS LONG

ARARE AND FINE TONGAN ‘KOLO THROWING CLUB

SMALL MARKS TO THE TOP OF THE HEAD INDICATE POSSIBLE ‘KILLS’

SUPERB COLOUR AND RICH PATINA (ANCIENT TRACES OF ‘SHELLAC’)

WOOD

LATE 18TH/EARLY 19TH CENTURY



SIZE: 40CMLONG- 15%INS LONG

LITERATURE

IN THE 18TH CENTURY AN EXTENSIVE EXCHANGE NETWORK EXISTED BETWEEN TONGA, SAMOAAND FlJI. COOK ARRIVED
INTHE 1770'S ON HIS SECOND AND THIRD VOYAGES AS WELL AS OTHER EUROPEAN EXPLORERS AND NAVED TONGA
THE ‘FRIENDLY ISLANDS’. VALUABLE INFORMATION ON THE AREA CAVE FROM THE ACCOUNT BY WILLIAMMARINER OF HIS
FOUR YEAR STAY ON TONGABETWEEN 1806 AND 1810, AND BY THE 1820S THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND THE
METHODIST MSSION WERE STATIONED ON THE ISLANDS. WITHIN TEN YEARS THEY HAD CONVERTED THE TONGAN
CHIEFS TO CHRISTIANITY.

THE FIJIAN TERM‘KOLO" WAS USED IN TONGA TO REFER TO THE THROWING CLUBS THAT WERE GENERALLY
REFERRED TOAS [ ULAIN FlJI. THE NAVE, WHICH HAS NO MEANING IN TONGAN, IS ONE OF SEVERAL INDICATIONS THAT
THROWING CLUBS SPREAD FROMFIJI TO TONGA AND SAMOA, WHERE THEY WERE KNOVWN AS ‘OLO’. WHILST MANY
TONGAN ‘KOLO' ARE ALMOST, IF NOT WHOLLY, INDISTINGUISHABLE FROMFIJIAN | ULA, THERE IS ASMALL CORPUS OF
DISTINCTLY TONGAN THROWING CLUBS, SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE, THAT PURSUE THE GREATER REFINEMENT AND
SYMMVETRY OF FORM, WHICH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF TONGAN ART.

ON TONGATHE QUALITY OF AWARRIORS WEAPON WAS ASYNVBOL OF HIS RANK. CHIEFS OFTEN POSSESSED FINELY
FINISHED AND DECORATED WAR CLUBS THAT WERE SYMBOLIC OF THEIR SOCIAL STATUS. THE FAVOURITE WEAPONS OF
THE TONGAN WARRIOR WAS THE CLUB AND THE SPEAR. THEY WERE FIERCE FIGHTERS AND HIGHLY RESPECTED FOR
THEIR BRAVERY IN BATTLE EVEN BY THE FEROCIOUS FIJIANS.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE UK COLLECTION

CF: FOR ASIMLAR EXAVPLE SEE ART AND ARTEFACTS OF THE PACIFIC, AFRICAAND THE AVERICAS, THE JAVES HOOPER
COLLECTION; STEVEN PHELPS, 1976, PLATE NO. 89, NO. 736, PAGE 167

SEE ALSO: THE ART OF TONGA ‘KO E NGAAHI ‘AATI O TONGA KEITH ST CARTMAIL, UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS,
HONOLULU, AM 31861



