
RARE FIJIAN WAR CLUB ‘BULI BULI’
A RARE FIJIAN WAR CLUB ‘BULI BULI’ WITH AN EXPANDED HEMISPHERICAL ‘GLOBULAR-HEAD’ WITH FLAT CIRCULAR

PROJECTIONS

CARVED DECORATION TO THE GRIP 

SUPERB COLOUR AND PATINA 

18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 107.5CM LONG - 42¼ INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

PRESTIGE AND ADULATION WERE ACCORDED TO THOSE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE MARTIAL ARTS, ALTHOUGH THESE
WERE ONLY ACHIEVED BY USING A WEAPON EFFECTIVELY, AND SO THE FIJIAN WARRIOR WOULD CHOOSE A CLUB THAT

SUITED HIS STATURE AND NATURAL MOVEMENTS. THE TWO HANDED CLUB WAS THE TRADITIONAL AND FAVOURITE
WEAPON. DIFFERENT WEAPONS WERE USED FOR DIFFERENT TYPES OF BLOW AND THIS CLUB WAS A STRIKER OR

CRUSHER THAT WAS USED WITH A DOWNWARD SMASHING MOTION.

     IT IS SAID THAT THE TERRIBLE WOUNDS INFLICTED BY THE WAR CLUBS CAN STILL BE SEEN ON SMASHED SKULLS IN
BURIAL CAVES ON FIJI AND THAT SOME WARRIORS SURVIVED THE HEAVY BLOWS TO LIVE ON FOR YEARS WITH

DRAMATICALLY MISSHAPEN HEADS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE YORKSHIRE COLLECTION 

CF A SIMILAR EXAMPLE CAN BE FOUND IN ART AND ARTEFACTS OF THE PACIFIC, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS, THE JAMES
HOOPER COLLECTION; STEVEN PHELPS, 1976, PLATE NO. 111, NO. 865, PAGE 198 

 


