
A RARE FIGURATIVE LADLE FROM PALAU
A RARE FIGURATIVE LADLE FROM PALAU THE LONG WOODED HANDLE WITH A COCONUT BOWL ATTACHED BY ITS

ORIGINAL SENNET 

THE LONG HANDLE CARVED WITH A DOUBLE FIGURE A SEATED FEMALE ABOVE A STANDING FEMALE BOTH WEARING
TRADITIONAL ‘CHERIUT SKIRTS’ 

A SUSPENSION LUG TOWHICH A SENNET CORD WOULD HAVE BEEN ATTACHED 

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 37CM LONG - 14½ INS LONG
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LITERATURE

THESE RARE FIGURATIVE LADLES FROM PALAU WERE USED BY HIGH RANKING FAMILIES TO SERVE A CEREMONIAL FISH
OR TURTLE SOUP. THIS ONE IS A PARTICULAR FINE EXAMPLE DEPICTING A PAIR OF FEMALE ANCESTRAL FIGURES. THE
DELICATELY CARVED FIGURES ARE RENDERED WITH THE TRADITIONAL ‘TOP KNOT’ HAIRSTYLE, EAR-SPOOLS AND THE

COLOURFUL FIBRE SKIRTS OR ‘CHERIUT’ WORN BY THE PALUAN WOMEN OF RANK DURING THE 18TH AND 19TH
CENTURIES. THE DISTINCTIVE SKIRTS WERE CONSTRUCTED FROM THE BAST FIBRE OF LOCAL TREES, AND WERE THEN

BRIGHTLY COLOURED WITH EITHER ORANGE TURMERIC OR A MIXTURE OF RED OCHRE SOIL AND COCONUT OIL,
REFERRED TO AS ‘CHORIICH’. TRACES OF THIS RED PIGMENT CAN BE FOUND ON THE SKIRTS OF THE FIGURES ON THE
LADLE. THE CARVED ARMBAND DEPICTED ON THE STANDING FIGURE REPRESENTS A ‘DERUAL’ MADE FROM STACKED

RINGS OF TURTLE SHELL, ALSO AN INDICATOR OF WEALTH AND RANK IN PALAUAN CULTURE. 

 
PROVENANCE

CAPTAIN LEVISOHN, GERMANY 

COLLECTED IN THE 1870’S WHILE THE CAPTAIN OF THE ‘SUSANNE’, LEVISOHN TRAVELLED WIDELY THROUGHOUT THE
GERMAN TERRITORIES OF MICRONESIA AND OFTEN SOUGHT PIECES FOR GERMAN DEALERS, INCLUDING J.F.G UMLAUFF

OF HAMBURG 

MAX ACKERMANN, 1887 - 1975, A GERMAN ARTIST WHO ESTABLISHED AN ARTISTS COLONY WITH HIS FRIEND AND
COLLEAGUE OTTO DIX IN THE EARLY 1950’S AT HORNSTEAD NEAR LAKE CONSTANZ 

EX PRIVATE GERMAN COLLECTION 

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION 

CF A SIMILAR EXAMPLE CAN BE FOUND IN LINDEN-MUSUEM, STUTTGART, GERMANY

 


