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LITERATURE

THE VARIOUS ‘SENNIN’ DERIVED FROM THE CHINESE IMMORTALS ARE EXTREMELY NUMEROUS MAKING IDENTIFICATION
OF MANY DIFFICULT BUT THERE ARE A HANDFUL OF KNOWN NETSUKE OF THE OCTOPUS SENNIN. SENNIN ARE ASCETIC

WITH MAGICAL POWERS AND HAVE AN ABILITY TO REMAIN IMMORTAL FOR 100,000 YEARS. 

     THIS WONDERFULLY DYNAMIC EXAMPLE DEPICTING THE STANDING SENNIN WITH A LARGE OCTOPUS PERCHED ON
HIS SHOULDER IS CARVED WITH AN EXPERTISE THAT IS NOT OFTEN ENCOUNTERED IN MID-18TH CENTURY NETSUKE.
THE OCTOPUS PEERS AT THE SENNIN BETWEEN HIS TENTACLES AND THE SENNIN HAS TYPICAL LONG CURLING HAIR.
HE IS POWERFUL YET REFINED AND THE IVORY HAS DEVELOPED A BEAUTIFUL PATINA OVER THE NEARLY 300 YEARS

SINCE IT WAS CREATED.

   THE TWO ASYMMETRICAL ‘HIMOTOSHI’ ARE CLASSICALLY PLACED AT THE BACK TO POSITION THE NETSUKE PERFECTLY
ON THE ‘OBI’ WHEN USED WITH ITS ACCOMPANYING ‘SAGEMONO’.
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