
NAPOLEONIC PERIOD FRENCH GLASS TUMBLER HOUSED WITHIN THE ORIGINAL RED MOROCCO LEATHER TRAVELLING CASE
A NAPOLEONIC PERIOD FRENCH GLASS TUMBLER HOUSED WITHIN THE ORIGINAL RED MOROCCO LEATHER TRAVELLING

CASE WITH GILT TOOLED DECORATION 

THE CUT GLASS TUMBLER OF CYLINDRICAL FORM WITH A ‘DIAMOND POINT’ PATTERN TO THE SIDE WALL 

THE LEATHER LINED TRAVELING CASE WITH THREE BRASS CLASPS 

VERY SMALL OLD CHIP TO BASE 

ATTRIBUTED TO THE MONTCENIS CRYSTAL MANUFACTURER FRANCE 

CIRCA 1800 - 1810 

SIZE: TUMBLER: 8CM HIGH, 7.5CM DIA - 3¹⁄8 INS HIGH, 3 INS DIA / 10CM HIGH, 9CM DIA. - 4 INS HIGH, 3½ INS DIA. (MOROCCO

LEATHER CASE) 
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LITERATURE

THE NAPOLEONIC PERIOD SPANNING FROM NOVEMBER 1799 TO JUNE 1815 SAW TREMENDOUS CHANGE IN NORTHERN
EUROPE BOTH MILITARILY, POLITICALLY AND INDUSTRIALLY. MANY FINE EXAMPLES OF FRENCH GLASS PRODUCED AT

THIS TIME WERE HOUSED IN TRAVELLING CASES FOR THEIR PROTECTION DURING JOURNEYS IN HORSE DRAWN
COACHES WHILE THE NOBILITY WERE ON THEIR TRAVELS OR DURING MILITARY CAMPAIGNS THE OFFICER CLASSES

TRAVELLED WITH EXTENSIVE FINERY AND TRAPPINGS. 

     THE ‘MONTCENIS’ FIRM WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1787 AND HAD BEEN THE OFFICIAL CRYSTAL MANUFACTURERS TO THE
MONARCH DURING THE ‘ANCIEN RÉGIME’, AND WOULD CONTINUE TO PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT

OF THE FRENCH GLASS AND CRYSTALWARE INDUSTRY. 

     EVEN ON CAMPAIGN, NAPOLEON CONTINUED TO USE OBJECTS BEFITTING HIS RANK. AT EVERY STOP, HE DEMANDED
THE SAME CAMPAIGN FURNITURE. THE MAISON D’EMPEREUR WAS THEREFORE OBLIGED TO ENSURE THE MAINTENANCE

OF NAPOLEON’S TYPICAL ROUTINES AND, IN GENERAL, TO FOLLOW IMPERIAL PALACE ETIQUETTE SCRUPULOUSLY.
SINCE THESE OBJECTS WERE OF SUCH REMARKABLE WORKMANSHIP AND VALUE, THEY WERE GENERALLY PROTECTED

FROM ANY ACCIDENTS THAT MIGHT OCCUR WHILE TRAVELLING BY CARRYING CASES, THEMSELVES FINELY CRAFTED.
EXAMPLES OF SUCH CASES INCLUDE THOSE FOR THE CHINA ‘HEADQUARTER’S SERVICE’ (SEE: FONDATION NAPOLÉON,
INV. 792 - 14) AND THOSE PROTECTING GOLD ITEMS, INCLUDING THE CUTLERY BEARING THE EMPEROR’S COAT OF ARMS

(INV. 967). THE SAME APPLIES FOR THE GLASSWORK’S, A GOBELET, DONATED TO THE FONDATION NAPOLÉON BY MR
JEAN-CLAUDE LACHNITT, ALSO HAS A CYLINDRICAL CARRYING CASE. ITS INTERIOR IS LINED WITH GREEN SILK, AND THE

EXTERIOR IS MADE OF BROWN MOROCCO GOAT LEATHER DECORATED IN GOLD WITH THE IMPERIAL SYMBOL OF THE BEE,
AND AT THE RIM, THE LETTER ‘N’ UNDER THE IMPERIAL CROWN. THE GOBELET WOULD HAVE BEEN AN EVERYDAY

OBJECT IN THE EMPEROR’S BIVOUAC AND WAS PROBABLY USED DURING NAPOLEON’S LAST CAMPAIGNS IN 1814 AND
1815.

 

 


