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AVERY RARE ROMAN PERIOD JEWISH LEAD ROUNDEL

AVERY RARE ROMAN PERIOD JEWISH LEAD ROUNDEL FROMA SARCOPHAGUS DEPICTING AMENORAH SURROUNDED BY
VINES IN HIGH RELIEF WITH TWO BUNCHES OF GRAPES

HOLY LANDS

2ND CENTURY B.C TO2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 22CMDIA (MAX) APPROX: 1CMDEEP - 8% INS DIA (MAX) APPROX: ¥, INS DEEP / 23 5CMHIGH - 9% INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

CF AN ANALYSIS REPORT OF THE LEAD CARRIED OUT BY, CEZAAND PROF. DR. ERNST PERNICKA, GERMANY, SAMPLE
RECEIPT, 26, JANUARY 2021, REPORT DATE, 10TH MARCH 2021 IS AVAILABLE CONFIRMING THE DATING OF THE LEAD
RELIEF
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LITERATURE

THE MENORAH IS DESCRIBED IN THE BIBLE AS THE SEVEN-LAVP (SIXBRANCHES) ANCIENT HEBREW LAMP-STAND MADE
OF PURE GOLD AND USED IN THE TABERNACLE SET UP BY MOSES IN THE WILDERNESS AND LATER IN THE TEMPLE IN
JERUSALEM FRESH OLIVE OIL WAS BURNED DALY TO LIGHT ITS LAVPS. THE MENORAH IS ASYMBOL OF BOTH JUDAISM
AND CHRISTIANITY SINCE ANTIQUITY.

THE MENORAH FROM THE SECOND TEMPLE WAS CARRIED TO ROME AFTER THE ROMAN CONQUEST OF JERUSALEMIN
70 AD DURING THE FIRST JEWISH-ROMAN WAR. THE FATE OF THE MENORAH USED IN THE SECOND TEMPLE IS
RECORDED BY JOSEPHUS, WHO STATES THAT IT WAS BROUGHT TO ROME AND CARRIED ALONG DURING THE TRIUMPH
OF VESPASIAN AND TITUS. THE BAS RELIEF ON THE ARCH OF TITUS IN ROME DEPICTS ASCENE OF ROMAN SOLDIERS

CARRYING AWAY THE SPOILS OF THE SECOND TEMPLE, INCLUDING THE MENORAH.

LEAD COFFINS WERE COMMON IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL IN THE 3RD TO4TH CENTURY, BEING ALESS EXPENSIVE
ALTERNATIVE TO STONE OR MARBLE COFFINS. THEY WERE PRODUCED USING ASPECIAL CASTING MOULD INTO WHICH
HOT LEAD WAS POURED. OFTEN THE WORKSHOPS THAT MADE THESE COFFINS SERVED PEOPLE OF ALL FATHS, WITH
CLIENTS SELECTING SYMBOLS APPROPRIATE TO THEIR FAITH.

AJEWISH COFFIN ‘BETH SHE'ARIM OF THE EARLY BYZANTINE PERIOD (IAA: 1964 - 40) ILLUSTRATES THE USE OF VINE
BRANCHES, LEAVES, VASES AND BIRDS AS ASTANDARD DESIGN, EMBELLISHED FURTHER AT THE REQUEST OF THE
PURCHASER, WITH JEWISH SYMBOLS OF THE MENORAH, INCENSE SHOVEL AND THE ‘FOUR SPECIES'.

THE MENORAH IS SURMOUNTED BY TWO BUNCHES OF GRAPES. ONE OF THE OLDEST SYMBOLS OF THE JEWISH FAITH,
THE MENORAH IS USED TO LIGHT THE TEMPLE THAT IS TODAY CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF
CHANUKAH. HISTORICALLY GRAPES WERE ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PRODUCTS OF ISRAEL, GROWN BOTH TO EAT
ASWELL AS TO MAKE WINE. WINE WAS OFTEN USED IN THE CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS AND GRAPES OFFERED AT THE
ALTAR. THE VINE AND GRAPES ARE ASYMBOL OF FERTILITY AND BLESSING FROM GOD. THE ICONOGRAPHY OF THIS
SARCOPHAGUS CLEARLY IDENTIFIES THE DECEASED INDIMDUAL WHO WAS ONCE HELD WITHIN ITS CONFINES AS A

PIOUS JEWWHO WAS BLESSED BY GOD IN LIFE, AS HE NO DOUBT WAS ALSO IN DEATH.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN IN THE SAMVE FAMLY SINCE THE 1950’S
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