


POLYNESIAN TONGAN IRONWOOD WAR CLUB OF ‘APAI’APAI’ FORM
A FINE WESTERN POLYNESIAN TONGAN IRONWOOD WAR CLUB OF ‘APAI’APAI’ FORM WITH ROUNDED SPATULATE HEAD

CAREFULLY CARVED IN ZONED ENGRAVING AND WITH FIFTEEN ANTHROPOMORPHIC AND ZOOMORPHIC GLYPHS

THE BUTT WITH HALF MOON SHAPED ATTACHMENT FOR A WRIST CORD

SMOOTH SILKY SOFT PATINATION

SLIGHT DAMAGE FROM ORIGINAL USE TO TOP EDGE OLD SMALL STRESS CRACK TO LOWER MIDDLE OF LONG HANDLE 

MID TO LATE 18TH CENTURY



SIZE: 122CM LONG - 48 INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

IN THE 18TH CENTURY AN EXTENSIVE EXCHANGE NETWORK EXISTED BETWEEN TONGA, SAMOA AND FIJI. COOK ARRIVED
IN THE 1770’S ON HIS SECOND AND THIRD VOYAGES AS WELL AS OTHER EUROPEAN EXPLORERS AND NAMED TONGA

THE ‘FRIENDLY ISLANDS’. VALUABLE INFORMATION ON THE AREA CAME FROM THE ACCOUNT BY WILLIAM MARINER OF HIS
FOUR YEAR STAY ON TONGA BETWEEN 1806 AND 1810, AND BY THE 1820’S THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND THE

METHODIST MISSION WERE STATIONED ON THE ISLANDS. WITHIN TEN YEARS THEY HAD CONVERTED THE TONGAN
CHIEFS TO CHRISTIANITY.

     THE WARRIORS FAVOURITE WEAPON ON TONGA WAS THE LONG TWO HANDED CLUB. ITS PRIMARY USE BEING TO KILL
PEOPLE, OR SOMETIMES, PIGS. THE IMPORTANT CLUBS WERE DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR SUPERB WORKMANSHIP. THE

REVEREND JOHN THOMAS OBSERVED THAT ‘MANY OF THE GODS HAD WHAT WAS CALLED THE HALA, OR WAY, WHICH WAS
A CARVED CLUB – MOST SACRED, BY WHICH THE GOD WAS SUPPOSED TO ENTER THE PRIEST’ (LARSON 1960:67). THE
MISSIONARIES BECAME INTENSELY INVOLVED IN THE LOCAL POLITICS OF THE ISLANDS AS THEY VIED FOR CONVERTS
AND SUCCESS. REPORTS OF BAPTISMS WERE ONE MEASURE OF SUCCESS, BUT ANOTHER WAS THE DEMONSTRABLE
OVERTHROW OF PAGAN IDOLATRY. THUS ‘IDOLS’ BECAME A TARGET FOR ICONOCLASM, BUT CURIOUSLY ARTEFACTS

WERE ALSO PRESERVED AND PARADED AS MISSIONARY ‘PERFORMANCE INDICATORS’. MANY OF THE ‘CAPTURED
OBJECTS’ WERE SENT BACK TO EUROPE AS EXAMPLES OF THE TRIUMPH OF CHRISTIANITY TO DISPLAY IN MISSION
MUSEUMS AND FUND RAISING EXHIBITIONS. AN UNINTENTIONAL CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR ACTIONS WAS THAT THE

MISSIONARIES BECAME COLLECTORS, AND THIS LED TO THE SURVIVAL OF THE CONFISCATED ARTEFACTS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE NORTH COUNTRY COLLECTION

 


