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A NORTHERN INDIA MUGHAL SMALL CARVED IVORY CASKET WITH GILT METAL MOUNTS

THE INTERIOR DIVIDED INTO SIX SECTIONS FOR SPICES OR MEDICINAL SUBSTANCES

LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP - 1¾ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE NORTH INDIAN MUGHAL CRAFTSMEN HAD AN EXTRAORDINARY LOVE OF SURFACE EMBELLISHMENT AND
DECORATED THEIR PRODUCTS WITH FLORAL AND ABSTRACT PATTERNS USING MANY DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES. THE
ENORMOUS WEALTH OF THE MUGHAL EMPERORS WAS A MAGNET WHICH ATTRACTED TALENTED CRAFTSMEN FROM

MANY COUNTRIES TO THE ROYAL WORKSHOPS WHERE THEY DEVELOPED THEIR SKILLS AND PASSED THEM ON OVER
GENERATIONS.

     IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY THE CRAFTSMEN BEGAN TO RECONCILE THE LONG STANDING DECORATIVE MUGHAL
MOTIFS WITH THOSE OF NEWLY INTRODUCED FLOWERING PLANTS AND CREATED MORE NATURALISTIC, FORMAL FLORAL

COMPOSITIONS AS CARVED ON THIS BOX. BOXES AND CASKETS WERE MADE FOR BOTH DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
MARKETS, SOME COMPLETELY OF IVORY, OTHERS SET WITH IVORY PLAQUES OR PROFUSELY INLAID, WITH THOSE

DESTINED FOR EUROPEAN EXPORT OFTEN THE MOST ORNATELY DECORATED.
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