
AN EXCEPTIONAL NEW ZEALAND MĀORI BUGLE-FLUTE ‘PU TURINO’
AN EXCEPTIONAL NEW ZEALAND MĀORI BUGLE-FLUTE ‘PU TURINO’

WITH SOFT AND SHALLOW SURFACE DECORATION PROFUSELY CARVED WITH A DYNAMIC SCROLLING MOTIF MADE OF
TWO SECTIONS BOUND TOGETHER WITH ORIGINAL AND COMPLETE ‘KIEKIE’ VINE ROOTS AT FOUR POINTS

THE BOW SHAPED MOUTH PIECE OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC FORM WITH SMALL ROUNDED SOUNDING HOLE TO THE END

SOFT SILKY SMOOTH MEDIUM BROWN PATINA

18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 33.5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP - 13¼ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE BUGLE-FLUTE IS AN INSTRUMENT UNIQUE TO THE MĀORI WHICH PLAYS TWO NOTES, ONE FOR THE MALE VOICE AND
ONE FOR THE FEMALE VOICE, WHICH ARE ACCENTUATED BY THE FLAUTISTS TECHNIQUE. USED TO ANNOUNCE THE

RETURN OF A CHIEF TO A VILLAGE, FOR MARKING TAPU PERIODS AND INDICATING A DIVINE PRESENCE. OTHER MUSICAL
EFFECTS COULD BE PRODUCED TO ACCOMPANY BOTH TRADITIONAL SINGING AND RITUALS OBSERVED BY PRIESTS

‘TOHUNGA’. THE MĀORI BELIEVE THAT THE GODS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SOURCES OF MUSICAL INSPIRATION AND
THE FINE CRAFTING OF THEIR INSTRUMENTS EXPRESSES BOTH RESPECT AND ESTEEM FOR THEM. THE SHAPE OF THE

‘PU TORINO’ FLUTE RESEMBLES THE SMALL COCOON OF THE NATIVE MOTH THAT EMBODIES ‘HINE RAUKATAURI’ THE
DEITY OF FLUTES WHOSE VOICE IS PURE, HIGH AND ATTRACTIVE.

     IN THE OLDER EARLY MĀORI CARVINGS, ALTHOUGH LAVISHLY DECORATED WITH VIGOROUS SURFACE PATTERNS, THIS
IS NEVER ALLOWED TO DOMINATE FORM, IT WAS TO ENHANCE THE SCULPTURE. FROM THE TIME OF THE ARRIVAL OF
CAPTAIN COOK THE LATER COLLECTORS APPRECIATED MORE ELABORATE, HIGHLY DECORATED CARVINGS RATHER
THAN THE SIMPLER MORE NATURAL CARVINGS SUCH AS THIS FLUTE. THE MASTERLY PRECISION OF MĀORI SPIRAL

ORNAMENTATION WAS NOT SURPASSED ANYWHERE IN THE PACIFIC AND IS ONE OF THEIR ARTISTS' SPECIAL
ACHIEVEMENTS.

 
PROVENANCE

COLLECTED BY ROBERT NUTTER CAMPBELL 4TH REGIMENT OF MADRAS NATIVE INFANTRY ON HIS RETURN FROM
SINGAPORE 1829

THENCE BY DESCENT

SOLD SOTHEBYS, NEW YORK, MAY 17, 2002, LOT 368

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: A FLUTE OF SIMILAR AGE IN TRINITY COLLEGE MUSEUM, DUBLIN SAID TO HAVE BEEN BROUGHT BACK BY CAPTAIN
COOK ON HIS 2ND OR 3RD VOYAGE (18823656)

 


