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LITERATURE



ON THE SHORES OF THE ARCTIC OCEAN, LIFE WAS NEVER EASY. THE ESKIMO MADE THEIR ADJUSTMENT TO THEIR
EXTREME ENVIRONMENT SO LONG AGO THAT AT FIRST GLANCE THEIR CULTURE SEEMS NEVER TO HAVE CHANGED. THIS

IS, OF COURSE, NOT THE CASE AS OVER THE CENTURIES THEY HAVE DEVELOPED MANY DIVERSE SKILLS TO AN
EXTREMELY HIGH DEGREE; THEY MADE PAPER THIN CLOTHING FROM ANIMAL SKINS, THEY DEVELOPED VERY EXACTING

HUNTING TECHNIQUES NECESSARY IN THEIR VERY DIFFICULT TERRAIN, AND THEY INVENTED A SYSTEM OF
TRANSPORTATION WHICH WAS SUPERBLY ADAPTED TO THE FROZEN LAND AND SEA.

     MEN WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL BIG GAME HUNTING, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSES AND BOATS, FOR THE
MANUFACTURE OF TOOLS, WEAPONS, UTENSILS AND ARTEFACTS MADE OF WOOD, STONE, BONE AND IVORY AND FOR

THE PROTECTION OF THE FAMILY FROM PHYSICAL DANGER. WOMEN WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCESSING OF ALL
GAME AND THE PREPARATION OF FOOD, FOR ALL WORK IN SKINS AND GRASS, FOR THE GATHERING AND SEASONAL

FORAGING OF PRODUCTS SUCH AS BERRIES AND ROOTS, AND FOR THE GENERAL OPERATION OF THE HOUSEHOLD. THE
PURSUIT OF SMALL GAME AND CERTAIN VARIETIES OF BIRDS AND FISH WAS EITHER SHARED OR DIFFERED BETWEEN

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S WORK FROM ONE REGION TO ANOTHER. IN THIS WAY THE HARSH, BARREN LANDSCAPE AND
SEVERE WEATHER WAS OVERCOME.
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