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LITERATURE

THE MERLIN IS ASMALL SPECIES OF FALCON FROMTHE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE. THEY ARE SWIFT AND SKILLED
HUNTERS AND HAVE FOR CENTURIES BEEN WELL REGARDED AS AFALCONRY BIRD. IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE THE ‘BOOK OF
ST ALBANS’ LISTED THE MERLIN AS “THE FALCON FOR ALADY'. IN THE ‘BOOK OF FALCONRIE' OF 1575 TUBERVILLE
PRAISES THE MERLIN... ‘ASSUREDLY, DIVERS OF THESE MERLYNS BECAVE PASSING GOOD HAWKES AND VERIE
SKILFULL. THEIR PROPERTY BY NATURE IS TO KILL THRUSHES, LARKS AND PARTRIDGES. THEY FLEE WITH GREATER
FIERCENES AND MORE HOTELY THAN ANY OTHER HAWKE OF PREY'.

THE NAVE MERLIN STRICTLY SPEAKING IS RESERVED FOR THE FEMALE, THE MALE IS SPOKEN OF AS A‘JACK'. WHEN
FIT, THE MERLIN IS EXCEPTIONALLY STRONG AND COURAGEQOUS AND MAY BE FLOVWN WITH SOME SUCCESS AT WOOD
PIGEONS. HOWEVER, THE MAIN FLIGHT FOR WHICH THEY ARE RESERVED AND FOR WHICH THEY ARE RENOWNED IS
THAT AT SKY LARKS.



