
ANCIENT CHINESE GILT BRONZE RECTANGULAR PLAQUE CAST WITH A ROW OF ANTELOPE HEADS OVER TWO ARGALI RAMS
AN INTERESTING ANCIENT CHINESE GILT BRONZE RECTANGULAR PLAQUE CAST WITH A ROW OF ANTELOPE HEADS OVER

TWO ARGALI RAMS PIERCED WITH A HOLE TO ONE END 

THE REVERSE SET WITH TWO LUGS FOR ATTACHMENT AND MALACHITE ENCRUSTATION INCORPORATING THE CLOTH
USED IN THE CASTING PROCESS

TRACES OF GILDING OVER A BROWNISH RED PATINA

QIN-WESTERN HAN PERIOD 3RD - 2ND CENTURY B.C

SIZE: 4CM HIGH, 8.5CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP - 1½ INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE, ½ INS DEEP
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LITERATURE
QIN SHI HUANGDI WAS ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL MEN IN WORLD HISTORY. HE IS RENOWNED FOR THE RUTHLESS

MANNER IN WHICH HE OBLITERATED THE OTHER STATES OF HIS DAY. OF ALL THE MEN WHO HAVE CONSIDERED
THEMSELVES THE MIGHTIEST IN THE WORLD IN THEIR LIFETIME, HE WAS PROBABLY THE MOST JUSTIFIED IN DOING SO.

HE CREATED THE LARGEST AND MOST POWERFUL EMPIRE IN THE WORLD, BOTH IN GEOGRAPHICAL SIZE AND IN
POPULATION. ALTHOUGH HIS REMARKABLE DYNASTY LASTED FOR ONLY 15 YEARS, THE EMPIRE HE ESTABLISHED

LASTED FOR MORE THAN 2000 YEARS AND ON INTO THE 20TH CENTURY. THE NAME OF HIS DYNASTY QIN, OR CINA, CHINA
HAS LONG BEEN THE NAME BY WHICH THE ENTIRE COUNTRY HAS BEEN KNOWN TO THE WEST. A ‘CONTROL FREAK’ AND

MEGALOMANIACAL IN HIS METHODS OF ACHIEVING CONTROL, HE WAS ALSO DEEPLY SUPERSTITIOUS, AND BEGAN
BUILDING HIS MAUSOLEUM AS SOON AS HE BECAME KING OF QIN IN 246 B.C. HIS ONE GREAT DESIRE WAS TO ACHIEVE

IMMORTALITY FOR HIMSELF AND HIS DYNASTY, ONE THAT WOULD LAST FOR 10,000 YEARS, RATHER THAN THE FIFTEEN IT
ACTUALLY DID.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE SWISS COLLECTION OF DR FRANCO VANNOTTI ACQUIRED SEPT 1947 FROM L. MICHON PARIS

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION ACQUIRED FROM ESKENAZI LTD JULY 1989

EXHIBITED: COLOGNE 1953 STAATENHAUS, PARIS 1954 MUSÉE CERNUSCHI

PUBLISHED: W. SPEISER ‘OSTASIATISCHE KUNST UND CHINOISERIE’ COLOGNE. 1953, NO.187

V. ELISSEEFF, ‘LA DÉCOUVERTE DE L’ASIE’ PARIS 1954, NO. 316

ESKENAZI LTD CATALOGUE JUNE 1989 NO. 18

CF: EMMA C. BUNKER, ‘LOST WAX AND LOST TEXTILE: AN UNUSUAL ANCIENT TECHNIQUE FOR CASTING GOLD BELT
PLAQUES’ A PAPER READ AT THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE BEGINNING OF THE USE OF METALS

AND ALLOYS, ZHENGZHOU, CHINA 21 - 26 OCTOBER, 1986 WHICH DISCUSSES VERY SIMILAR PLAQUES AND THE WAY THEY
WERE CAST

 

 


