
ANCIENT SOUTH SIBERIAN OR NORTH WEST CHINESE CAST OPENWORK BRONZE BELT PLAQUE
AN ANCIENT SOUTH SIBERIAN OR NORTH WEST CHINESE CAST OPENWORK BRONZE BELT PLAQUE DEPICTING TWO

CONFRONTED WILD YAKS IN THE HSIUNG-NU STYLE

2ND - 1ST CENTURY B.C

SIZE: 5CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE - 2 INS HIGH, 4½ INS WIDE
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LITERATURE

THESE BRONZE PLAQUES WERE MADE BY A LOST WAX PROCESS PROBABLY FORMED IN A TWO PIECE MOULD, AND
SEVERAL VERSIONS OF THIS EXAMPLE HAVE BEEN FOUND THROUGHOUT NORTH CHINA, MONGOLIA AND SOUTHERN
SIBERIA. IN FACT WHEREVER THE NOMADIC TRIBAL CONFEDERATION OF THE XIONGNU EXPANDED THEIR RULE FROM

THE 3RD TO THE 1ST CENTURY B.C IN THE EASTERN EURASIAN STEPPE. THE XIONGNU OR HSIUNG-NU TRIBES
OCCUPIED THE ORDOS REGION WITHIN THE GREAT NORTHWOOD LOOP OF THE YELLOW RIVER DURING THE 2ND

CENTURY B.C AND INTRODUCED INTO CHINESE TERRITORY THIS VARIETY OF THE STEPPE NOMAD’S ART, KNOWN AS
‘ANIMAL STYLE’.

 
PROVENANCE

EX HANS PETER COLLECTION LONDON

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION ACQUIRED ESKENAZI LTD, JUNE, 2003



CF: METROPOLITAN MUSEUM, NEW YORK HAS A VERY SIMILAR PLAQUE DEPICTING ‘CONFRONTED BOVINES’ IN THE
EUGENE VICTOR THAW COLLECTION, CATALOGUED AS SOUTHERN SIBERIAN, NO. 113 PG. 139

 


