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SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

AN OLD BEETLE HOLE TO ONE SIDE OF CUP
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LITERATURE

WORKS OF ART FASHIONED FROMRHINOCEROS HORN, NARWHAL TUSKS, NAUTILUS SHELLS OR COCONUTS ARE STILL
VIEWED AS PRIME EXAVPLES OF ‘KUNSTKAMIVER EXOTICA LONG AFTER THEY WERE FIRST BROUGHT BACK AS
UNWORKED NATURAL MATERIALS TO EUROPE BY THE PORTUGUESE, ENGLISH AND DUTCH MERCHANTS SHIPS IN THE
16TH CENTURY. UNIVERSALLY HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM, RHINOCEROS HORN WAS LITERALLY WORTH ITS WEIGHT IN GOLD
DURING THE RENAISSANCE. IT WAS CONSIDERED A DIMINE WONDER DURING THE 17TH CENTURY WITH POWERFUL
APOTROPAIC PROPERTIES THAT COULD PROTECT ITS OWNER FROMPOISON, DISEASE AND EVEN THUNDERSTORNMS.
CUPS AND GOBLETS MADE FROM THE HORN WERE HUGELY POPULAR WITH PRINCELY COLLECTORS BOTH BECAUSE OF
ITS RARITY AND BECAUSE OF ITS POWER TO DETECT POISON, AND THIS BELIEF PERSISTED WELL INTO THE 19TH
CENTURY EVEN IN THE FACE OF ALL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE JEAN CLAUDE CIANCIMNO

EXHIBITED: EVERY OBJECT TELLS ASTORY, OLIVER HOARE'S CABINET OF CURIOSITIES, PIMLICO, 6TH JUNE TO6TH JULY
2012
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