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ANCIENT ISLAMIC MAMLUK EGYPTIAN CALLIGRAPHIC EMBOSSED LEATHER BOOK SPINE

AN ANCIENT ISLAMC MAVLUK EGYPTIAN CALLIGRAPHIC EMBOSSED LEATHER BOOK SPINE READING ‘GLORY TO OUR
LORD THE SULTAN AL MALIK AL MANSUR THE EMINENCE MOHAMVED MAY HIS VICTORY BE GLORIFIED'
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SIZE: 3.5CMHIGH, 23CMWIDE - 1%2INS HIGH, 9 INS WIDE / 13.5CMHIGH, 31.5CMWDE, 5CMDEEP - 5% INS HIGH, 12%2INS
WIDE, 2 INS DEEP (BOXFRAVE)
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LITERATURE

IN THE ARTS OF THE ISLAMC BOOK, THE SCRIPT HAS BEEN ADMIRED FROMTHE EARLIEST TIMES FOR ITS INHERENT
AESTHETIC QUALITIES. NO OTHER CULTURE IN THE WORLD HAS PRODUCED SO MANY BIBLIOPHILE RULERS. NUMEROUS
LEGENDS ABOUND OF PRINCES AND POTENTATES WHO HAVING KILLED THOUSANDS SPARED THE CALLIGRAPHERS AND

ILLUMINATORS AND CARRIED OFF AMAGNIFICENT LIBRARY OF BOOKS IN TRIUMPH.

MOSQUES AND MADRASAS ALSO HAD THEIR OWN BOOK COLLECTIONS AND EMPLOYED CALLIGRAPHERS, PAINTERS
AND BOOK BINDERS. THE BINDING OF ABOOK TOOK ON ASPECIAL FORMIN THE ISLAMIC WORLD EXTENDING THE BACK
WITH AFLAP THAT COULD BE BENT AROUND THE FORE EDGE AND IN UNDER THE FRONT COVER. THIS PROTECTED IT



ENTIRELY EXCEPT ON THE TOP AND BOTTOMEDGES. IN EARLY MANUSCRIPTS THE COVERS WERE USUALLY OF WOOD
COVERED WITH ELABORATELY TOOLED LEATHER. BROWN LEATHER WAS THE MATERIAL MOST COMMONLY USED WHICH
COULD BE EMBELLISHED WITH BLIND TOOLED DECORATIONS, EMBOSSED OR STAMPED AND GILDED.
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