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LITERATURE

IN THE ARTS OF THE ISLAMIC BOOK, THE SCRIPT HAS BEEN ADMIRED FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES FOR ITS INHERENT
AESTHETIC QUALITIES. NO OTHER CULTURE IN THE WORLD HAS PRODUCED SO MANY BIBLIOPHILE RULERS. NUMEROUS
LEGENDS ABOUND OF PRINCES AND POTENTATES WHO HAVING KILLED THOUSANDS SPARED THE CALLIGRAPHERS AND

ILLUMINATORS AND CARRIED OFF A MAGNIFICENT LIBRARY OF BOOKS IN TRIUMPH.

     MOSQUES AND MADRASAS ALSO HAD THEIR OWN BOOK COLLECTIONS AND EMPLOYED CALLIGRAPHERS, PAINTERS
AND BOOK BINDERS. THE BINDING OF A BOOK TOOK ON A SPECIAL FORM IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD EXTENDING THE BACK
WITH A FLAP THAT COULD BE BENT AROUND THE FORE EDGE AND IN UNDER THE FRONT COVER. THIS PROTECTED IT



ENTIRELY EXCEPT ON THE TOP AND BOTTOM EDGES. IN EARLY MANUSCRIPTS THE COVERS WERE USUALLY OF WOOD
COVERED WITH ELABORATELY TOOLED LEATHER. BROWN LEATHER WAS THE MATERIAL MOST COMMONLY USED WHICH

COULD BE EMBELLISHED WITH BLIND TOOLED DECORATIONS, EMBOSSED OR STAMPED AND GILDED.
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