
SOUTH GERMAN TURNED IVORY CUP AND COVER FORMED OF HEMISPHERES AND EXTRAVAGANT BULBOUS LOBED SHAPES
A FINE AND ELABORATE LARGE SOUTH GERMAN TURNED IVORY CUP AND COVER FORMED OF HEMISPHERES AND

EXTRAVAGANT BULBOUS LOBED SHAPES 

ATTRIBUTED TO PHILIPP SÄNGER OR SENGER (ACTIVE COPENHAGEN AND FLORENCE 1675 - 1704)

FINE CONDITION

2ND HALF OF 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 38.5CM HIGH, 13.5CM DIA. (MAX) - 15 INS HIGH, 5¼ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

THE ELEGANT SHAPE OF THIS CUP AND COVER RECALLS THAT OF SILVER VESSELS, BUT WAS DESIGNED AS A VIRTUOSO
WORK OF ART, NOT TO FUNCTION AS A DRINKING GOBLET. TURNED IVORY VESSELS WERE MADE IN MOST OF THE

GERMAN PRINCELY COURTS DURING THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES AS ITEMS OF PRESTIGE. IT BECAME A
FASHIONABLE PASTIME WITH SOME OF THE NOBILITY PRODUCING WORKS ON A LATHE THEMSELVES. HOWEVER, MOST

TURNED IVORIES WERE WORKED BY PROFESSIONAL ARTISTS OFTEN ATTACHED TO THE COURT SUCH AS PHILIPP
SENGER.

     FILIPPO SENGHER OR PHILIPP SÄNGER/SENGER PROBABLY CAME FROM SOUTH GERMANY. IT IS KNOWN THAT HE
WORKED AT THE COURT OF DENMARK, PROBABLY IN THE 1670'S AS WELL AS THAT OF TUSCANY, AND WAS ACTIVE IN



FLORENCE FROM 1675 TO 1704. HE SPECIALISED IN IVORY TURNING AND ACTED AS TUTOR IN TURNING TO PRINCE
FERDINAND DE’MEDICI (1663 - 1713) THE ELDER SON OF THE GRAND DUKE OF TUSCANY COSIMO III DE’MEDICI (1642 -
1723). HE CONSTRUCTED A LATHE FOR THE PRINCE AROUND 1679/81. HE ALSO SERVED AS A MEMBER OF THE COURT
AND BY 1683 WAS A PERSONAL ATTENDANT TO COSIMO III DE'MEDICI. HE ACTED AS AN AGENT FOR PRINCE FERDINAND

BUYING PICTURES AND WORKS OF ART FOR HIS COLLECTION AND PAYING OTHER ARTISTS ON HIS BEHALF.

     ALTHOUGH CONTINUING A TRADITION BEGUN IN THE RENAISSANCE OF TURNING IVORY WORKS OF ART, THESE 17TH
CENTURY CUPS AND COVERS ILLUMINATE THE VALUE OF IVORY AS AN EXQUISITE MATERIAL ABLE TO BE MADE INTO

TECHNICALLY DEMANDING, POWERFUL AND UNIQUE COLLECTOR’S PIECES.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

GIFTED TO THE FATHER BY HIS UNCLE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

THENCE BY DESCENT

CF: A VERY SIMILAR CUP AND COVER IS IN THE COLLECTION OF THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM INV. NO: A41 - 1949,
WHICH IS COMPARABLE WITH THE SIGNED CUP AND COVER BY PHILIPP SENGER DATED 1681 IN THE VICTORIA AND
ALBERT MUSEUM INV. NO: 74 - 1865. IT IS ALSO SIMILAR TO TURNED VESSELS IN THE DRESDEN GRÜNES GEWOLBE.

SPONSEL IV. 1932. PG. 48 & 50 PLS. 4 & 5

 


