
ANCIENT HELLENISTIC MARBLE HEAD OF APHRODITE GODDESS OF EROTIC LOVE
FINE ANCIENT HELLENISTIC MARBLE HEAD OF APHRODITE GODDESS OF EROTIC LOVE WITH HER HEAD TURNED TO HER

RIGHT HER WAVY HAIR PARTED IN THE CENTRE BOUND IN A DIADEM AND FALLING IN A BROAD PLAIT WITH A CHIGNON
OVER THE NAPE OF HER NECK A THICK TRESS BEHIND 

EACH EAR PIERCED TO RECEIVE  JEWELLED PENDANTS

2ND - 1ST CENTURY BC

SIZE: 8.5CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 3¼ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP / 15CM HIGH - 6 INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 
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LITERATURE

APHRODITE WAS A GREEK GODDESS BORN IN THE SEA FOAM OFF CYPRUS WHO BECAME THE IRRESISTIBLE
EMBODIMENT OF LOVE AND SEX. THE ISLAND HAS LONG BEEN KNOWN AS ‘LOVE’S ISLAND’ BECAUSE IT WAS HER

TRADITIONAL BIRTHPLACE.  OWING TO ITS POSITION ONLY FORTY MILES FROM THE COAST OF ASIA MINOR AND ADJACENT
TO THE GREAT TRADE ROUTES, CYPRUS WAS A GREAT MELTING POT OF RACES AND A FERTILE SEED BED OF RELIGIOUS

SYSTEMS. IT WAS HERE THAT GREEK ART AND CULTURE TRANSFORMED THE ASIATIC CULTS OF ISHTAR, ASARTE,
ASHTEROTH OR MYLITTA INTO THE WORSHIP OF APHRODITE. MUCH LATER, ST PAUL AND ST BARNABAS WERE THE FIRST

TO PREACH CHRISTIANITY HERE BEYOND THE MAINLAND OF ASIA.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

ACQUIRED WITH A COLLECTION OF BOOKS FROM THE BECKFORD SOCIETY IN THE 1980’S REPUTEDLY PART OF THE
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