
SICILIAN TRAPANI BAROQUE CARVED ALABASTER GROUP DEPICTING SAINT ANNE SEATED ON A THRONE WITH THE YOUNG
VIRGIN AND CHRIST CHILD

A SICILIAN TRAPANI BAROQUE CARVED ALABASTER GROUP DEPICTING SAINT ANNE SEATED ON A THRONE WITH THE
YOUNG VIRGIN KNEELING AT HER SIDE READING FROM AN OPEN BOOK INSCRIBED: ‘FISA . IHS ♡ MAR . INRI’ 

THE CHRIST CHILD SEATED ON HER MOTHERS LAP HOLDING A ROSE

APERTURES TO THE TOP OF THEIR HEADS FOR SILVER CROWNS 

17TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 29CM WIDE, 18.5CM DEEP - 16 INS HIGH, 11½ INS WIDE, 7¼ DEEP
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LITERATURE

SO VARIED AND WIDE RANGING WAS THE OUTPUT OF SICILIAN BAROQUE ART AND ARCHITECTURE THAT IT DEFIES
CHARACTERISATION. THE PHRASE GROUPS TOGETHER ALL KINDS OF DISTINCT STYLES THAT HAVE LITTLE IN COMMON

WITH ONE ANOTHER BECAUSE MOST OF THE ISLAND WAS DIVIDED INTO FEUDAL BOROUGHS RULED BY LORDS AND
BARONS WHO INDIVIDUALLY DETERMINED THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF THEIR BUILDINGS AND CHURCHES. 

     THIS ALABASTER GROUP SOMETIMES KNOWN AS THE ‘SAINT ANNE TRINITY’ COMPRISES THREE GENERATIONS; ST
ANNE, HER DAUGHTER MARY AND HER GRANDCHILD, JESUS. IN 1481 ST ANNE WAS INCLUDED IN THE ROMAN CHURCH
CALENDAR AND HER POPULARITY AND CULT AS A FASHIONABLE SAINT INCREASED. THIS STEP WAS ALSO INTENDED TO
SUPPORT THE DOGMA OF MARY’S IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, WHICH MEANS SHE WAS FREE OF SIN FROM THE MOMENT
SHE WAS CONCEIVED. THE BELIEF IN ST ANNE’S POWER OF INTERCESSION WAS SO GREAT THAT SOME CLERGY FEARED

HER CULT WOULD ECLIPSE THAT OF THE VIRGIN. THE REFORMATION MARKED THE BEGINNING OF A DECLINE FROM
WHICH SAINT ANNE NEVER RECOVERED. 
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