
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WESTERN DESERT PARRYING SHIELD ‘WUNDA’
AN AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL WESTERN DESERT PARRYING SHIELD ‘WUNDA’  THE CARVED WOOD DECORATED WITH AN
ETCHED ABSTRACT DESIGN OF OPPOSING LINES COLOURED WITH RED OCHRE WHITE CLAY AND CHARCOAL PIGMENTS

OLD SMOOTH PATINATION TO HANDLE ON REVERSE

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 72CM LONG, 11CM WIDE, 6CM DEEP - 28¼ INS LONG, 4¼ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

USED FOR PARRYING SPEARS AND OTHER WEAPONS, SHIELDS SUCH AS THIS WERE HELD IN HIGH REGARD BY THEIR
OWNERS AND MAKERS. THE UNEVEN LINE OF THE GEOMETRIC ZIGZAG DECORATION IS THE RESULT OF SLOW GOUGING

TO THE WOOD WITH THE INCISOR TOOTH OF A POSSUM.

     AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES HAD A POWERFUL ATTACHMENT TO THEIR LAND AND TO EVERYTHING THAT LIVED IN IT AND
THIS RELATIONSHIP IS REFLECTED IN THEIR ART. THE DESIGNS ON THEIR SHIELDS PORTRAY THEIR LANDSCAPE AND, AS

WITH ALL OF THEIR ARTEFACTS, WERE MADE TO COMMUNICATE IDEAS TO SPECIFIC PEOPLE OR GROUPS. THE DESIGN
THEREFORE SERVED AS A VEHICLE THROUGH WHICH A VISION OF THE NATURAL WORLD WAS CONVEYED.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION GHENT BELGIUM



 


