
TIBETAN HORSE SADDLE AS USED BY THE KAMPA HORSEMEN
A RARE WESTERN TIBETAN HORSE SADDLE AS USED BY THE KAMPA HORSEMEN 

THE WOOD FRAME INLAID WITH GREEN STAINED AND PLAIN BONE AND COPPER WIRE TO RESEMBLE PRUNUS BLOSSOM
THE BORDERS EDGED WITH SHAGREEN AND COPPER STRIPS RED LACQUERING TO THE UNDERSIDE 

DAMAGES TO INLAY

OLD SMOOTH PATINA TO SADDLE

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 42.5CM WIDE, 56CM DEEP - 16CM HIGH, 16¾ INS WIDE, 22 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

IN THE HIGH MOUNTAINS OF THE TIBETAN PLATEAU IN WESTERN TIBET THE TRADITIONAL YUSHU HORSE RACING
FESTIVAL TAKES PLACE FROM 25TH JULY TO 1ST AUGUST EVERY YEAR. GREAT FEATS OF ATHLETIC COMPETITIVE

HORSEMANSHIP TAKE PLACE WITH THE KAMPA SPURRING THEIR MOUNTS INTO A FULL GALLOP CARRYING ANCIENT
RIFLES WHICH THEY TWIRL AROUND THEIR HEADS, BRING DOWN TO A FIRING POSITION AND AIM TO BLOW A HOLE IN A 9



INCH SQUARE OF WHITE PAPER STICKING OUT OF THE GROUND. OTHERS DO HANDSTANDS BAREBACK ON THEIR
HORSES AT GREAT SPEED, OR HANG HEADFIRST FROM THE SADDLE TRYING TO GRAB AS MANY SCARVES AS THEY CAN

OFF THE GROUND AS THEY RACE PAST. THE KAMPA ARE RENOWNED FOR BEING THE TOUGHEST AND MOST WARLIKE OF
THE PEOPLES OF TIBET  AND THEY ARE THE ONLY ONES TO OFFER ANY SERIOUS RESISTANCE TO THE CHINESE

‘LIBERATION’.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE SARAH CHARLES

 


