
ENGLISH QUEEN ANNE CARVED WALRUS IVORY TEETOTUM GAMBLING LOTTERY BALL DATED 1708
CIRCA 1708

A RARE ENGLISH QUEEN ANNE CARVED WALRUS IVORY TEETOTUM GAMBLING LOTTERY BALL 

EACH OF THE TWENTY FOUR SIDES INCISED WITH THE NUMBERS 1 TO 24 AND DATED 1708 BENEATH AN ENGRAVED
EXCISE CROWN

EARLY 18TH CENTURY / CIRCA 1708

SIZE: 5CM DIA. - 2 INS DIA. 
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LITERATURE

TEETOTUM BALLS ACT SOMEWHAT LIKE SPINNING DICE, BUT HAVE FACETED NUMBERED SIDES SO WHEN THROWN
THERE IS AN EQUAL CHANCE OF ANY NUMBER TURNING UP WHICH IS NOT THE CASE WITH DICE.

     LOTTERIES FIRST BEGAN TO BECOME AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF RAISING MONEY FOR GOVERNMENT FUNDS UNDER
QUEEN ELIZABETH I IN 1568 - 69. IT WAS STARTED IN ORDER TO RAISE FUNDS FOR URGENT REPAIRS TO THE HARBOURS



AND FORTIFICATIONS OF ENGLAND THEN UNDER THREAT OF INVASION FROM THE SPANISH. GREAT PAINS WERE TAKEN
TO ‘PROVOKE THE PEOPLE’ TO PART WITH THEIR MONEY AND EVEN FORTUNE TELLERS WERE CONSULTED ABOUT
‘LUCKY’ NUMBERS. LOTTERIES LATER BECAME ESTABLISHED BY SUCCESSIVE ACTS OF PARLIAMENT AND WERE A

POPULAR AND LUCRATIVE MEANS OF INCREASING GOVERNMENT REVENUE AND WERE REGULARLY CONDUCTED, BOTH
IN LONDON AND THE COUNTRY, BY APPOINTED CONTRACTORS. LOTTERIES WERE NOT THEN AS THEY ARE TODAY

CONFINED TO MONETARY PRIZES, BUT EMBRACED JEWELLERY, PAINTINGS, TAPESTRIES, SILVER, BOOKS AND EVEN LIVE
DEER IN SYON PARK.

 

 
PROVENANCE

FROM THE DECEASED ESTATE OF A DANISH COLLECTOR 

GIFTED TO HIM IN AUSTRALIA 1970’S

BY DESCENT PRIVATE DANISH COLLECTION 

 


