FRENCH OR GERMAN MEDIEVAL GOTHIC IVORY RIGHT HAND DIPTYCH PANEL

AFINE FRENCH OR GERMAN MEDIEVAL GOTHIC IVORY RIGHT HAND DIPTYCH PANEL DEPICTING THE CRUCIFIXION SCENE
OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS MOURNED BY THE VIRGIN AND ST JOHN THE APOSTLE CONTAINED WITHIN ASINGLE
TRIFOLIATED ARCH ABLIND GABLE ABOVE AND AROOF LINE TREATED WITH LARGE FLORAL CROCKETS AND TWO
PINNACLES

AHOLE TO THE TOP FOR SUSPENSION, REMAINS OF OLD HINGES

ATTRIBUTED TO THE MASTER OF THE BERLIN TRIPTYCH

SECOND HALF OF 14TH CENTURY/ CIRCA 1350 - 70

SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH, 7.5CMWIDE, 1CMDEEP - 4%2 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP / 14.5CMHIGH - 5% INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE SERENITY IMPARTED BY THIS WELL CARVED PANEL IS TYPICAL OF ASMALL GROUP OF IVORIES ATTRIBUTED TO THE
MASTER OF THE BERLIN TRIPTYCH WHO OWES HIS NAVE TO AFINE TRIPTYCH OF ASEATED VIRGIN IN THE BERLIN
MUSEUM ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT KNOVWWN IF HE WORKED IN GERMANY OR FRANCE HIS WORK IS DIFFERENT IN DETALL FROM
THAT OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES.

THE EARLIEST GOTHIC IMORIES WERE PRODUCED IN THE MIDDLE AND SECOND HALF OF THE 13TH CENTURY WHEN



LIMOGES ENAVEL WAS STILL THE DOMNANT MATERIAL FOR RELIGIOUS ARTEFACTS, BUT BY THE END OF THE CENTURY
IVORY HAD BECOME THE VOGUE AND THE TASTE FOR OBJECTS IN THE NEW AND RARER MATERIAL SWEPT ACROSS
EURORPE. PARIS AND THE ILE-DE-FRANCE BECAME THE FOCUS OF THE GOTHIC STYLE IN ALL BRANCHES OF THE ARTS,
INCLUDING ARCHITECTURE, MANUSCRIPT ILLUMNATION, SCULPTURE IN WOOD AND STONE, AND THE PRODUCTION OF
RELIGIOUS IVORIES. THIS DOMINANCE RESULTED IN MANY ARTISANS FLOCKING TO PARIS TO LEARN THE TECHNIQUES
OF THE WORKSHOPS, AND THEY RETURNED HOME TO FLANDERS, ENGLAND, THE RHINELAND AND NORTHERN ITALY
WITH THE PARISIAN GOTHIC STYLE AS THEIR TEMPLATE. IT IS CONSEQUENTLY DIFFICULT TO NOW DIFFERENTIATE
BETWEEN ALL THE WORKSHOPS AND PRODUCTION CENTRES. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH THESE PANELS REPRESENT
FAMLIAR SCENES WITH ROUTINE SUBJECT MATTER, NO TWO SURVIVING GOTHIC IVORY PANELS ARE EXACT DUPLICATES,
AND EACH IS LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN SPECIFICALLY ORDERED BY APATRON RATHER THAN SPECULATIVELY PRODUCED
FOR CASUAL CUSTOMERS.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: ASIMLAR PANEL ATTRIBUTED TO THE MASTER OF THE BERLIN TRIPTYCH IN THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO
(1937.827)



