Finch & C°

FRENCH ‘CABINET DU CURIOSITIES’ ANE GILDED ORMOLU MOUNTED SICILIAN RED CORAL BRANCH
AFRENCH ‘CABINET DU CURIOSITIES' FINE GILDED ORMOLU MOUNTED SICILIAN RED CORAL BRANCH

FIRST HALF 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15.5CMHIGH - 6 INS HIGH / BASE: 12.5CMWIDE, 9CMDEEP - 5 INS WIDE, 3'2 INS DEEP

AFRENCH ‘CABINET DU CURIOSITIES' FINE GILDED ORMOLU MOUNTED SICILIAN RED CORAL BRANCH

FIRST HALF 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 15.5CMHIGH - 6 INS HIGH / BASE: 12.5CMWIDE, 9CMDEEP - 5 INS WIDE, 372 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

TREASURED BY RENAISSANCE AND LATER COLLECTORS, CORAL WAS HIGHLY PRIZED FOR ITS BRIGHT RED COLOUR
AND WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE GREAT AMULETIC POWERS, PROTECTING AGAINST ALL EVIL SPIRITS, HAVING ORIGINATED
ACCORDING TO CLASSICAL GREEK MYTHOLOGY AS THE SPURTS OF BLOOD THAT HAD GUSHED FORTH WHEN THE
MEDUSAS HEAD WAS CUT OFF BY PERSEUS. HE ACHIEVED THE GORGON'S DEATH BY NOT LOOKING AT HER, HAVING
BEEN GIVEN AMRRORED SHIELD BY ATHENA AS PERSEUS THEN TRIUMPHANTLY HELD ALOFT THE SEVERED HEAD HE
REALISED THAT HE NOW POSSESSED THE POWER OF HER DEADLY GAZE AS WELL AS HER MIRACULOUS BLOOD WHICH
COULD BOTH HEAL AND POISON. THE MEDUSA'S BLOOD BECAVE CORAL WHICH AS APROTECTION AGAINST MAGIC
SPELLS WAS BELIEVED TO BE HIGHLY EFFICACIOUS.
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