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LITERATURE

CHRISTIANITY HAS THE STRONGEST VISUAL TRADITION OF ALL WORLD FAITHS, BUT FOR THE FIRST THREE HUNDRED
YEARS THERE WAS PRACTICALLY NO CHRISTIAN ART PRODUCED. HOWEVER, FROM THE MOMENT OF THE ROMAN
EMPEROR CONSTANTINE’S CONVERSION; HIS VISION OF A CROSS AND HIS HEARING OF THE INJUNCTION ‘IN THIS,

CONQUER’, CHRISTIANITY MADE USE OF EVERY POSSIBLE IMAGE. CHRISTIAN ART CAME TO BE EXECUTED BY THE MOST
TALENTED ARTISTS TO BE FOUND IN EUROPE TO CONVINCE PEOPLE OF CHRIST'S DIVINE MISSION. APART FROM THE

DEPICTION OF THE VIRGIN AND CHRIST CHILD, CHRISTIANITY’S CORE IMAGE IS OF A MAN DYING ON A CROSS, AND THIS
VISUAL EXPERIENCE BRINGS A NEED FOR DEVOTION. SPIRITUAL PRACTICE SUGGESTS THAT DISCIPLINED ENDEAVOUR
IS USEFUL PREPARATION FOR DIVINE REVELATION, AND SO THE DAILY STILLING OF THE MIND FROM THE CLAMOUR OF



THE WORLD BY MEANS OF PRAYER WILL BRING AN ENDURING EXPERIENCE OF GOD.
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