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LITERATURE

HORSES WERE FAVOURITE SUBJECTS FOR ARTISTS TO BE COMMISSIONED TO PAINT IN THE 19TH CENTURY AND
ARTICULATED LAY MODELS OF HORSES, SOMETIMES WITH RIDERS, WERE USED TO STAND IN FOR FULL SIZED ANIMALS

AS POSING LIVE ONES WAS A DIFFICULT AND PROLONGED BUSINESS. WITHOUT REAL LIFE MODELS SESSIONS COULD BE
TIMED AND BREAKS REGULATED FOR THE ARTIST, AND THE WORK CARRIED OUT PAINLESSLY.

     SOME OBJECTS WERE ALSO SIMPLY TOO LARGE TO GET INSIDE A STUDIO AND IN SUCH CASES SCALE MODELS WERE
USED. JOHN COTMAN (1752 - 1842) IN ADDITION TO PLASTER CASTS FROM THE ANTIQUE, OWNED A COLLECTION OF
MODEL SHIPS AND AN ASSORTMENT OF SCALED DOWN BODY ARMOUR. CONSTABLE’S STUDIO ‘PROPS’ INCLUDED A

MODEL WINDMILL MADE FOR HIM BY HIS ARTIST FRIEND JOHN DUNTHORNE, AND A PLASTER MODEL OF A HORSE MADE
BY GAINSBOROUGH WHICH CONSTABLE PURCHASED FROM HIM IN ABOUT 1800. 

 

 


