Finch & C°

SOLOMON ISLANDS SANTA CRUZ TEMOTU PROVINCE STINGRAY SKIN AND WOOD RASP
PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS SANTA CRUZ TEMOTU PROVINCE STINGRAY SKIN AND WOOD RASP

ARARE PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS SANTA CRUZ TEMOTU PROVINCE STINGRAY SKIN AND WOOD RASP USED IN THE
MAKING OF CEREMONIAL CLUBS AND OTHER RITUAL OBJECTS

THE CENTRAL WHITE BUTTON TO THE MDDLE FORMED BY THE BELLY BUTTON OF THE STINGRAY

OLD BLACK INVENTORY NO 103D TOHANDLE

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 39.5CMLONG - 1572 INS LONG/ 43.5CMHIGH - 17%4INS HIGH (ON BASE)

LITERATURE

RAY AND SHARK SKIN IS SIMLAR AS BOTH ARE COVERED WITH HARD ENAMEL LIKE PLACOID SCALES WHICH IS IDEAL FOR
SMOOTHING WOOD. THIS RASP WAS MADE TO REPLICATE THE SHAPE OF ARAY AND WAS USED LIKE AFINE GRAINED FILE
TO PRODUCE ALUSTROUS PATINAON CEREMONIAL OR FIGHTING CLUBS. THE DESIGN OF CLUBS FOUND ON THE
SOLOMON ISLANDS IS ONE OF RESTRAINT AND SYMVETRY WITH AFEELING OF ELEGANCE CONVEYED THROUGH THE
SOFT PATINA OF THE WOOD. ALTHOUGH THESE RASPS COULD SOMETIMES BE USED FOR GRATING SANDALWOOD TO
MAKE APERFUMED COCONUT OIL, THEIR MAIN USE WAS TO HEIGHTEN THE BEAUTY OF CAREFULLY MADE RITUAL
ARTEFACTS.



PROVENANCE
EXCOLLECTION JOHN CHARLES (JACK) EDLER 1996

ACQUIRED JIMELMSLIE AUSTRALIA

EXCOLLECTION ELIZABETH PRYCE, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIASOLD AT SOTHEBYS PARIS L’ART DE VIVRE OCEANIE ELIZABETH
PRYCE COLLECTION 10TH OCTOBER 2018 LOT 35

ACQUIRED GALERIE MEYER PARIS

CF: BRITISH MUSEUMHAVE ASIMLAR EXAVPLE THAT IS FROM THE HARRY GEOFFREY BEASLEY COLLECTION INV. NO.
0C1944.02.1203



