Finch & C°

A RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIA UTTAR PRADESH MONUMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO FRAGMENT OF THE
BUDDHA

CIRCA100 AD - 200 AD

AFINE AND RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIAUTTAR PRADESH MONUNMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO
FRAGMENT OF THE BUDDHA

NOTE: AN INDEPENDANT ACAMADIC REPORT ON THIS TORSO IS AVAALBLE UPON REQUEST

AFINE AND RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIAUTTAR PRADESH MONUMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO
FRAGVENT OF THE BUDDHAWEARING HIS MONASTIC ROBE ‘SANGHATI WITH TRACES OF ALOTUS HALO THE BODY WELL
DEFINED WITH ADEEPLY CARVED NAVEL

1ST—-2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 62CMHIGH, 76CMWIDE, 23CMDEEP - 2472 INS HIGH, 30 INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP

CF: KIVBELL ART MUSEUM FORT WORTH TEXAS HAS ASIMLAR SCULPTURE ILLUSTRATED ‘IN PURSUIT OF QUALITY PAGE
111

MATHURAMUSEUMHAS ASIMLAR FIGURE FOUND AT THE MOUND OF KATRAIN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF UTTAR
PRADESH (INV. NO. A1)

NOTE: AN INDEPENDANT ACADAMIC REPORT ON THIS TORSO IS AVALABLE UPON REQUEST



LITERATURE

MATHURAWAS THE EASTERN CAPITAL OF THE KUSHAN EMPIRE SITUATED ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE RIVER YAMUNA A
TRIBUTARY OF THE GANGES AROUND 100 MILES SOUTH OF DELHI IN UTTAR PRADESH. SITED AT THE JUNCTION OF
INDIA'S TRADE ROUTES, THE CITY BY THE 1ST CENTURY AD WAS ATHRIVING RELIGIOUS AND COMVERCIAL CENTRE.
PTOLEMY DESCRIBED IT AS A‘CITY OF GODS'. HINDUISM, BUDDHISMAND JAINISMALL COEXISTED PEACEFULLY
TOGETHER WITH THE WORSHIP OF NATURE SPIRITS. MATHURA'S HEYDAY LASTED FROMTHE 1ST TO 3RD CENTURY
UNTIL THE SASANIAN INCURSIONS BEGAN AROUND 350 AD, AND DESPITE AREMIVAL UNDER THE GUPTARULERS OF THE
4THTO 7TH CENTURIES, THE CITY NEVER REGAINED ITS FORMER GLORY.

THE SCULPTURE PRODUCED IN MATHURAWAS TYPICALLY MADE FROMALOCALLY QUARRIED MOTTLED RED
SANDSTONE, AND STYLISTICALLY WAS FULL FIGURED AND SENSUAL, WITH BOTH RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR SUBJECTS
SHOVWN DRESSED IN DIAPHANOUS CLOTHING WITH MULTIPLE FOLDS. ALTHOUGH ESSENTIALLY INDIAN, THE
INFLUENCES OF ANCIENT GREECE AND ROME, ASSIMLATED VIATHE SILK ROAD CAN BE SEEN.
THIS BEAUTIFUL SCULPTURAL FRAGVENT WAS PROBABLY A SEATED FIGURE OF THE BUDDHAKNOWN AS A ‘KAPARDIN’
IMAGE AFTER THE CURL OF HAIR ‘KAPARDA THAT WAS SHOWN ON HIS HEAD. THESE MATHURA IMAGES ARE IMPORTANT

AS THEY ARE THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE BUDDHA IN HUMAN FORM FORMERLY HE WAS REPRESENTED IN ANIONIC
FORM, AS AWHEEL OR ‘CHAKRA, APAIR OF FOOTPRINTS OR ALOTUS.
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