
A RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIA UTTAR PRADESH MONUMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO FRAGMENT OF THE
BUDDHA

CIRCA 100 AD - 200 AD
A FINE AND RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIA UTTAR PRADESH MONUMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO

FRAGMENT OF THE BUDDHA

NOTE: AN INDEPENDANT ACAMADIC REPORT ON THIS TORSO IS AVAIALBLE UPON REQUEST

 
A FINE AND RARE ANCIENT KUSHAN NORTHERN INDIA UTTAR PRADESH MONUMENTAL RED SANDSTONE TORSO

FRAGMENT OF THE BUDDHA WEARING HIS MONASTIC ROBE ‘SANGHATI’ WITH TRACES OF A LOTUS HALO THE BODY WELL
DEFINED WITH A DEEPLY CARVED NAVEL

1ST – 2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 62CM HIGH, 76CM WIDE, 23CM DEEP - 24½ INS HIGH, 30 INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP 

CF: KIMBELL ART MUSEUM FORT WORTH TEXAS HAS A SIMILAR SCULPTURE ILLUSTRATED ‘IN PURSUIT OF QUALITY’ PAGE
111

MATHURA MUSEUM HAS A SIMILAR FIGURE FOUND AT THE MOUND OF KATRA IN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF UTTAR
PRADESH (INV. NO. A1)

NOTE: AN INDEPENDANT ACADAMIC REPORT ON THIS TORSO IS AVALABLE UPON REQUEST



 

 
LITERATURE

MATHURA WAS THE EASTERN CAPITAL OF THE KUSHAN EMPIRE SITUATED ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE RIVER YAMUNA, A
TRIBUTARY OF THE GANGES AROUND 100 MILES SOUTH OF DELHI IN UTTAR PRADESH. SITED AT THE JUNCTION OF
INDIA'S TRADE ROUTES, THE CITY BY THE 1ST CENTURY AD WAS A THRIVING RELIGIOUS AND COMMERCIAL CENTRE.

PTOLEMY DESCRIBED IT AS A ‘CITY OF GODS’. HINDUISM, BUDDHISM AND JAINISM ALL COEXISTED PEACEFULLY
TOGETHER WITH THE WORSHIP OF NATURE SPIRITS. MATHURA’S HEYDAY LASTED FROM THE 1ST TO 3RD CENTURY

UNTIL THE SASANIAN INCURSIONS BEGAN AROUND 350 AD, AND DESPITE A REVIVAL UNDER THE GUPTA RULERS OF THE
4TH TO 7TH CENTURIES, THE CITY NEVER REGAINED ITS FORMER GLORY.

     THE SCULPTURE PRODUCED IN MATHURA WAS TYPICALLY MADE FROM A LOCALLY QUARRIED MOTTLED RED
SANDSTONE, AND STYLISTICALLY WAS FULL FIGURED AND SENSUAL, WITH BOTH RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR SUBJECTS

SHOWN DRESSED IN DIAPHANOUS CLOTHING WITH MULTIPLE FOLDS. ALTHOUGH ESSENTIALLY INDIAN, THE
INFLUENCES OF ANCIENT GREECE AND ROME, ASSIMILATED VIA THE SILK ROAD CAN BE SEEN.

     THIS BEAUTIFUL SCULPTURAL FRAGMENT WAS PROBABLY A SEATED FIGURE OF THE BUDDHA KNOWN AS A ‘KAPARDIN’
IMAGE AFTER THE CURL OF HAIR ‘KAPARDA’ THAT WAS SHOWN ON HIS HEAD. THESE MATHURA IMAGES ARE IMPORTANT
AS THEY ARE THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE BUDDHA IN HUMAN FORM. FORMERLY HE WAS REPRESENTED IN ANIONIC

FORM, AS A WHEEL OR ‘CHAKRA’, A PAIR OF FOOTPRINTS OR A LOTUS.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION 

EXHIBITED SPINK & SON LONDON ‘TREASURES FROM THE SILK ROAD’ NO. 2, NOVEMBER 1999 

EX PRIVATE U.K. COLLECTION 

EXHIBITED RICHARD PHILIP LONDON JUNE 2009

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

NOTE: AN INDEPENDANT ACADEMIC REPORT ON THIS TORSO IN AVALABLE UPON REQUAET

 

 


