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A SUPERB LARGE FRENCH NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK MODEL OF HM.S ‘TEMERAIRE

ASUPERB LARGE FRENCH NAPOLEONIC PRISONER OF WAR WORK MODEL OF H.MS ‘TEMERAIRE’ AROYAL NAVY 98 GUN
SECOND RATE SHIP OF THE LINE
WITH BONE PLANKED HULL PINNED TO AWOODEN FRAVEWORK BALEEN GUNWALES AND TURNED BRASS CANNON THE
STERN QUARTER GALLERY CARVED FROMASINGLE PIECE OF BONE WITH NAVE PLATE ‘TEMERAIRE’ THE BALUSTRADES
ATTACHED AROYAL ARMOURIAL OF THE LION AND UNICORN CARVED ABOVE
THE POLYCHROME PAINTED FIGUREHEAD DEPICTING THE ROMAN GOD OF WAR
FINELY DETAILED ELEMENTS INCLUDING MICA GLAZED LANTERNS IN THE RIGGING BUCKETS BUOY'S AND LONGBOAT
RIGGED TO THE STERN
MOUNTED ON AN ORIGINAL DECORATIVE MARQUETRY WORKED WOODEN BASE BOARD WITH CARVED BONE
BALUSTRADING
CIRCA 1805 - 1815
SIZE: 69CMHIGH, 102CMLONG, 32.5CMDEEP - 2774 INS HIGH, 40 INS LONG, 12% INS DEEP / BASE: 6CMHIGH, 87CMLONG,
26.5CMDEEP - 274 INS HIGH, 34"2 INS LONG, 10%2INS DEEP
20TH CENTURY CUSTOMMADE DISPLAY CASE (CIRCA 1960’S): 84CMHIGH, 126CMWDE, 46CMDEEP - 33 INS HIGH 49"
INS WIDE, 18INS DEEP

LITERATURE

AN EPITAPH FOUND INSCRIBED ON AHEADSTONE IN ACHURCHYARD IN ODIHAM, HAMPSHIRE, PUT UP IN MEMORY OF A
FRENCH PAROLED PRISONER OF WAR, PIERRE JULIAN JONNEAU, WHO DIED THERE ON THE 4TH SEPTEMBER 1809,
AGED 29, ACCURATELY DISPLAYS THE SYMPATHY FELT AT THE TIME FOR BOTH THE FAMOUS SHIP TEMERAIRE AND FOR
THE NAPOLEONIC PRISONERS OF WAR. (AN EXTRACT OF ELEVEN VERSES): 1,2,3 AND 4;

ODE TO APRISONER OF WAR BONE SHIP MODEL
THE FIGHTING ‘TEMERAIRE'

NO TUSK FROM TRACKLESS JUNGLE BROUGHT,

NO BONE OF SLAUGHTERED WHALE
HER WREATHED AND TRITONED STERNPOSTS WROUGHT
AND BULWARKS EGGSHELL FRAIL.

MELLOW AS ANCIENT IMORY
AND FINE AS CARVEN JADE,

FROMBEEF-BONES OF CAPTIMTY
THE SHAPELY HULL WAS MADE,

WHOSE MAKING HELPED UPON THEIR WAY
SUCH LIMPING HOURS AND SLOW
AS MEASURED OUT THE LEADEN DAY



THAT NONE BUT PRISONERS KNOW.
STILL, THOUGH THE WORLD IN CHANGE BEWHELMED,
FROMTHE SMALL MMIC BOWS
THE ANTIQUE WARRIOR, MAILED AND HELMED,
LOOKS OUT WITH FROWNING BROWS,

LIKE THOSE BENEATH WHOSE SIGHTLESS STARE
THE SULLEN SMOKE-DRIFT ROLLED
ROUND HER, WELL NAVED THE ‘TEMERARE’,
IN FAMOUS FIGHTS OF OLD
OR IS, UPON SOME GRAVESTONE HOAR,

THE LEGEND PLAIN TO SEE:

‘HE WAS APRISONER OF WAR,

BUT DEATH HAS SET HIMFREE'?

BETWEEN 1803 - 14 IT IS ESTIMATED SOME 122,000 CAPTURED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WERE BROUGHT TO BRITAIN
WHERE THEY WERE INCARCERATED AND LIVED UNDER DIRE CIRCUMSTANCES. IT IS ACURIOUS FACT THAT MANY OF
THE GREATEST WORKS OF ART HAVE BEEN CREATED IN PLACES AND UNDER CONDITIONS WHICH ONE WOULD THINK
WOULD HAVE MTIGATED AGAINST ANY SUCCESS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF AMASTERPIECE.

THE PRISONERS DID NOT WORK FROM SCALE PLANS AND SO THE SHIP MODELS WERE OFTEN NOT ACCURATE
PORTRAYALS OF THE VESSEL THEY HAD GRACED WITH ITS NAVE. ALLOWED TO SELL THEIR WARES TO THE LOCAL
POPULACE MANY OF THEMWERE COMMISSIONED TO PRODUCE FAVOURITE AND MORE EXPENSIVE WORKS OF ART. THE
‘FIGHTING TEMERAIRE WAS ONE OF THE LAST SECOND RATE SHIPS OF THE LINE TO HAVE PLAYED ADISTINGUISHED
ROLE IN THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR IN 1805 AND BECAVE AFAMOUS SYMBOL OF BRITISH NAVAL VICTORY.



