Finch & C°

NEW CALEDONIAN KANAK CHIEFS CEREMONIAL SCEPTRE ‘Gl OKONO’

ANEW CALEDONIAN KANAK CHIEFS CEREMONIAL SCEPTRE ‘GI OKONO' SET WITH AFINE GREEN SERPENTINE DISC
SHAPED BLADE THE WOOD SHAFT BOUND WITH TAPASENNIT FIBRE AND RED FLYING FOXFUR
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 63CMLONG - 24% INS LONG/ 70CMHIGH - 27%2INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

LITERATURE

SYMBOLISING THE STRENGTH AND POWER OF THE CHIEF AND HIS CLAN, THESE CEREMONIAL SCEPTRES HAVE
BEAUTIFUL CIRCULAR BLADES MADE FROMALIGHT GREEN SERPENTINE, SOMETIMES ERRONEOUSLY CALLED JADE,
THAT ARE SANDED FLAT TO ASPECIAL THINNESS. THE BLADE IS THEREFORE QUITE FRAGILE AND IS NOT CAPABLE OF
SERVING ANY PRACTICAL PURPOSE, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE SOMETIMES USED AS PRESTIGIOUS OBJECTS OF RITUAL
EXCHANGE. THE SERPENTINE WAS QUARRIED FROMIMPORTANT DEPOSITS ON OUEN ISLAND NEAR NOUMEA FROM
THERE IT WOULD START OUT ON ALONG CYCLE OF BARTER THAT WOULD TAKE IT NORTH UP THE COAST EVENTUALLY
REACHING THE LOYALTY ISLANDS. THE SYMBOLISM EMBODIED BY THESE ‘CLUBS’, DESCRIBED IN 1794 BY BRUNI
D’ENTRECASTEAUXS SHIPS CREW AS ‘AXE-MONSTRANCES, IS SAID TO BE LINKED TO RITUAL PRAYERS FOR SUN AND
RAIN. THE BLADE CAN BE SO THIN THAT WHEN HELD UP TO THE SUNLIGHT IT IS ENCIRCLED BY AGOLDEN-GREEN
TINGED HALO.

THE STONE BLADES ARE HAFTED TO WOODEN SHAFTS THAT ARE WRAPPED IN TAPABARK CLOTH HELD IN PLACE BY A
HIGHLY ORNAVENTAL WEBBING DESIGN IN CORD TEASED OUT FROMFLYING FOXFUR. SUCH STRANDS ARE ALSO
STATUS SYMBOLS AS RED DYED CORDS ARE ALSO USED IN RITUALISED EXCHANGE. THE STRIPS OF TAPAAND THE RED
FLYING FOXFUR WERE LATER OUSTED BY IMPORTED COLONIAL TRADE CLOTH.



